[Wednesday, 24 Oclober 1984]

Legislative Counril

Wednuesday, 24 Oclober 1984

THE PRESIDENT (llon. Clive Griffiths) took
the Chair ut 4.30 p.m.. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Postponcment

HON. D. K. DANS (Soumth Metropolitan
l.cader of the Government} [4.33 p.m.]: | move -

That guestions without notice be taken at a
later stage of the sitting.
The reason 1 have moved that motion is 10 allow
the questioners Lo come into the House so thal we
are all in a better position to ask questions and to
answer them.

Question put and passed.

CENSORSHIP OF FILMS AMENDMENT
BILL

Introduction and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Hen. D. K. Dans

{(Minister for Administrative Services), and read a
first time.

MINES REGULATIONS AMENDMENT BILL
Sceond Reading
HON. J. M. BERINSON (North Central

Metropotitan  Attorney General) [4.37 pom.]: )
move

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill has been preparced in responsc to requests
from the mining industry and the mining division
ol the Austrialinn Workers Union for full represen-
tation on 1he Ventilation Board, and confarms
with the Government's policy of industry and
union representation on bourds and commitiees
which deal with the health and safely of the work
force.

The Ventilation Board wus established under
section 23C of the Mines Regulation Act 1946 1o
deal with all maners connected with the safety
and protection of mineworkers in so lar as those
matiers relate to ventilation or cnvirenmental
atmospheric control and the hecalth of those
workers.

Under existing Statute, the five members of the
bourd are Government oflficers drawn from the
Mines Department and the Health Department. It
is now proposed that the size of the board be
increased to seven members. Of the two additiona)
mentbers, one will be nominated by the mining
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division of the Australian Workers Lnion and the
other by the Chamber of Mines of Western
Australia (Inc.).

The amendments require that the nominated
persons be experienced in ventilation technology
$0 as ta retain the technical composition of the
bourd as prescribed in section 23C(1) of the Act.

As with the existing live member board, two
remain statutory appointments under the Act,
those being the State Mining Engineer and the
Senior Inspecior of Mines for the State. The re-
mainder will continue to be uppointed by the Min-
ister following nomination by the organisations as
designated. Provision has now been made for the
Minister ta request nominations from the respect-
ive organisation when a vacancy occurs for a rep-
resentative from that arganisation. Provision has
been made also for the Minister to appoint a
suitably qualified person, of his own choosing, in
the cvent of any of the designated organisations
failing ta nominate a member.

The two new members will have Tull voting
rights and all nominated members will now be
permitted to resign upon wriiten notice to the
Minister to that effect. Consistent with the
increased membership, a quorum will now reyuire
attendance of the chairman and three other mem-
bers.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debale adjourned, on motion by Hon. Margaret
McAlcer.

CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading
HON. J. M. BERINSON (North Central

Metropolitan  Attorney General) [4.41 pm.): |
move ---

That the Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this Bill is to increase ihe
Governor's salary and lix it at 70 per cent of the
salary of the Chicl Justice of Western Australia.

The Governor’s salary is currently fixed at
$25000 per annum by the Constitution Acts
Amendment Act as amended in 1974, The last
increase in salary from $17 000 per annum (o
$25 000 per annum under the £974 amendment Lo
schedule IV of the Act had clfect from 1 May
1974,

Since 1 May, 1974, the Governor’s remuncr-
ation has been varied as follows without any
amendment to the Act -

On 1 January 1977 an expensc allowance
al $10 000 per annum was introduced to mect
the cost of cntertainment and functions at
Government House other than that associated
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with visits of Royalty and the Governor Gen-
eral.

This  provided
$35 000 per annum.

total  remuncration  of

On 1 January 1979 the special expense al-
lowance was increased from $10000 per an-
num 1o §$13 300 per annum, lifting 1he
Governor's total remuncration to $38 500 per
annum.

On 1 January 1980 the special expense al-
lowance was increased from $13 500 per an-
tum 10 $16 500 per annum 1o give tolal re-
muneration of $41 500 per annum.

On 1 Junuary 1982 the special cxpense al-
lowance was increased from $16 500 per an-
num to $21 500 per annum 1o give totul re-
munecration of $46 500 per annum.

"The special expense allowance has been adjusted
since | January 1977 generally in line with the
extent of national wape casc increases.

The system had developed of having the basic
sulary of $25 000 per annum liid down by Act of
Parliament in 1974 and any required adjustments
since | May 1974 have been made by way of the
special allowance. The adjusiments 1o the allow-
ance have recognised increases in salary which
usually would have been implemented. Both the
basic salary and the special allowance arc tax frec.

A sugpested increase in the special allowance
from $21 500 per annum to $25000 per annum
from 1 January 1983 was not implemented due 1o
the climate of restraint established under the
Salaries and Wages Freeze Act 1982, which was
assented 10 on 23 December 1982, 11 that increase
had been given effect, o total remuneration ol
350 000 per annum would have been payable from
1 January 1983,

A comprehensive review of the Governor’s re-
muneration in this State was undertaken in the
period lrom March to June of this year prior o
the swearing-in ceremony of Professor Gordon
Rcid on 2 July 1984, The review included a special
recport by the then Chairman of the Salaries and
Allowances Tribunal (Sir Kenneth Townsing) and
an exumination of the system of remunerating
Govcernors in other States.

The Premier held discussions with the Governor
designate about the proposed changes 1o the
system  of remuncrution and agreement  was
rcached with Profcessor Reid before he was sworn
in as Governor.

A public announcement of the new basis of re-
muncration wius made by way ol news relcase on
27 June, 1984,

. [COUNCIL]

Salarics and allewances paid to the Governors
of other States arc as sct out in the table | seck
leave 10 have incorporated in Hansard.

Incorporation of Material

By lcave of the Housc. the following material
wus incorporated—

Salary Allowance Twral

5 5 $
South Australia 310400 (1/7/84) 64500 (1/7/83} 103900
New South Watcs 10000 (1/10/75) 78371 (1)10/83) 118374
Victoria 43500 (1/9/82y 9)000 (1/9/82) 1)73500
Tusmania 54986 (1/7/8) 27175 (1/7/8)) 82161
Queenshind 0000 (1/1784) 70000

s 5

Western  Austraita 60993 (2/7/84) 30000 (3/7/84) 96991
{under praposal in
the Bill)

Debate Resumed

Hon. J. M. BERINSON: The operative date of
the last adjustment is shown in brackets.

No allowance is payable in Queenslind as all of
the costs associated with Government House, in-
cluding entertainment cxpenses incurred by the
Governor, are mct by the Government from a
speciil Budget allocation.

1t is difficult to compare the allowances paid to
Governors in other States because of different ar-
rangements for recouping certain outlays on dom-
estic stafl. entertainment. and travel expenses, and
the different numbers of stafl employed.

The Government's decision 1o ix. by an amend-
ment 1o the Siatute, the salary of the Governor at
70 per cent of the salary of the Chiel Justice has
the lollowing advantages—

(a) I provides a sound basis for luture ad-
justments which will have the authority
of Parliament. The Chicfl Justice’s salary
is fixed on the basis of a report by the
Salarics and Allowances Tribunal under
scction 8 of the Salaries and Allowances
Act 1975,

(b) Linking the salary of the Governor with
that of the Chiel Justice will keep the
Governor’s salary in touch with com-
munity standurds and provide for regular
adjustments cnjoyed by athers such as
members of Parliament and scnior public
servanis.

(c) Rcguiar adjustments would be madc to
the Governor’s salary thus avoiding same
of 1he time lags which  have
characterised  the [fixation of  the
Governor's salary in the past.

(d) 1t would not be necessary for the Parlia-
ment 1o deal with the regoiar ad-
justments to’the Governor’s sulary.

{c) The new sysiem represents a  move
lowards more consistency in fixing the
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salaries of Governors in Australia. A
similur approuch was taken by the
Tasmanian Government in 1982 when,
by legislation, the salary of the Governor
was {ixed at 70 per cent of the salary of
the Chicl fustice of Tasmania.
It has been decided also 10 replace the special
expense allowance with a special Budget allo-
cation of up to $30 000 per annum to cover spend-
ing at Government House in the course ol Pro-
fessor Reid™s meeting his official responsibilities as
Governor. Previously, the 1ax free allowance was
paid to the Governor 1o be used at his discretion.
There wias no system of accounting for expendi-
turc from the allowance.

The Governor will be able to draw on this
special Budget allocation at his discretion, but in-
formation aboul the expenditure incurred will be
provided to the Department of Premier and Cabi-
nct at the end of every month. This system has
been introduced at the request of the Governor in
the interest of demonstrating the use of the
allocation. Under the new arrangement, any
moneys not spent from the appropriation would be
returned to the Consolidaied Revenue Fund at the
cnd of cach {financial year,

The second purpose of the Bill is to delete from
schedule 1V of the Act. reference 1o payments of
$1 000 and $700 10 the Private Secretary and
Clerk of the Executive Council respectively.

The nced for the retention of these two pay-
ments has been examined. Neither of the amounts
has been adjusted nor paid for many years. The
functions and methods of operation of the Private
Scerctary and Clerk of the Executive Council have
changed significantly.

On his appointment as Governor from 2 July
1984. Professor Gordon Reid decided to have a
position of privaie secretary on his esiablishimen
rather than onc of aide-de-camp. The position of
private sccretary has been established as an office
under the Public Scrvice Act and the salary is
payable from the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

The dutics of the Clerk of the Executive Council
arc now performed by scnior officers of the De-
partment of Premicr and Cabinet, officers whose
classifications and sularics recognise that responsi-
bility.

Under these circumstances, there is no need to
retain reference Lo the Private Scerclary and
Clerk of the Executive Council in schedule 1V,

The Bill provides i sound approach to the prob-
lem of fixing the Governor's sakury. The level of
rcmuneration which results represents a reason-
able amount when compared with the remuner-
ation of Governors in other Siates bearing in mind
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that there has been no adjustment to our
Gavernor’s remuncration since | January 1982,

| commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourncd. on metion by Hon. Margaret
McAleer.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) BILL

Considcration of Tabled Paper
Debate resumed from 23 October.

HON. P. H. LOCKYER (Lower North) [4.49
p.m.]: 1 welcome the opertunity to address a lew
words to members concerning the Budget and
other matters pertaining 10 my clectorate. | wel-
come any expenditure within my province, as all
members would; and like my colleague, Hon.
Phillip Pendal, 1 am of the opinion that if the
Government makes an extra 13 per cent in State

1uxation, it is easy to hand money out. As a matter

of lact. that is what has happened on this occasion.

However, 1 draw 10 the atiention of the House
something that is lacking in the State Budget. and
that concerns a water scheme in Carnarvon. Mem-
bers will be aware that some months ago a very
severe  drought  allected the river Now in
Carnarvon. Some 22 months went by, and we had
insufficicnt water for the plantations. As members
will be aware, the plantation industry in
Carnarvon is very important for the production of
fruit and vegetables for the State.

The concern about this matter was so deep that
a public meeting was called to discuss the cnor-
mous problem facing the provision of a continuing
wiler supply and the plight of the plantations. |
antended that meeting, and so did my Federal
counterpart, the member for Kalgoorlic (Mr
Gracme Campbell). We decided that the problem
was above politics; and afier meeting we decided
10 conduct a radio campaign on radio station 6LN
10 1try to raisc some moncy 1o consider the leasi-
bility of methods of storing water for the town.

Mr Campbeil and [ attended the radio station
the next day and started the campaign. From a
town with only 7000 pcople, some $11 000 was
raised to investigate a water storage called
Yandoo Creek. The money was needed to pay a
consultant 1o examine whether this area was feas-
ible for the storage of water in the future. Gbvi-
ously the sum of $11 000 was only enough lor an
initial leasibility study to decide whether a further
should be undertaken. It was found that the area
was feasible for storing water, and that an cxira
study should be conducied. However, the cost of
the cextra  feasibility  study—approximately
$100 000—was obviously well out of the reach of
the already generous town of Carnarvon.
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My Federal colleague and | agreed that, once
again, we would keep polities well and truly out of
it, and he would make every effort to secure the
funds in Canberra. We agreed to work together. |
publicly give Gracme Campbell a hefty pat on the
back. beciuse he approached the task of raising
the money with great dignity. and he has done his
extreme best.

I am therefore very disappointed that the
present Minister for Walter Resources did not take
up an offer 1 have been told this, not by Mr
Campbell, but by other sources--of $100 000
from the Federal Government with absolutely no
strings atlached. Because of the Minister’s lack of
knowledge of the area. he did not take up that
offer. That means that the feasibility study, which
should have been taking place at the moment.
cannot go ahead because of the lack of funds.

I understand that Mr Campbell is still doing his
best 10 try 10 do something about the problem. |
am laking the unusual step in politics today of
siding with My Cumpbell and condemining the
Minister  for  Water  Resources  for  the
undisciplined way that he approached this prob-
lem. I feel, and | know many people in Carnarvon
fecl, that we have been badly done by. particularly
when the people have put their hands in their
pockets and provided the moncey for the initial
feasibility study.

One of the fortunate things that happened no
credit is due 10 the Minister for Water Resources
or to anybody clse Ter this  was that it rained
carlier this year. We are fortunate to have a con-
siderable amount of excess water at present; and
the problem that was so bad in January and
February is not as bad now. However, the problem
will recur. Itis sad that although the Ministcr was
offered the money by the Federal Government 10
carry oul the feasibility study, he did not take up
that offer. le stands condemned for that. When
he sees a copy of this speech, | hope he is able to
come up with an answer and say that the infor-
mation | have been given | regard it as very
reliable  is wrong, and that he is able 1o obtain
the money.

I know that Mr Campbell is disappointed: |
know the people of Carnarvon are disappointed:
and 1 am disappointed.

I wrn now to a subject that is starting to be-
come a matter of concern to me, and that relates
lo the cmergence of minority pressure groups. |
was appalled to read the recommendation by the
Australian  Broadeasting  Tribunal  that  1he
advertising of liquor on Lelevision at certain hours
should be curtailed. Members have heard me

[COUNCIL]

speaking in this Chamber uboul what seems to be
an all-out assault on the liquor industry  the em-
ployer of a consideruble number of people. It docs
not matter which way the industry turns, it linds
that Stale Governments raise charges, or the Fed-
eral Government docs preciscly the same thing, or
the unions lower working hours, or the price of
liquor rises: and the point is being reached where
many liquor outlets arc becoming not viable. |
know that the Australian Hotels Association is
concerned aboul the problem, and it has taken
every step 1o try to lower the road 1ol with such
things as the “skipper™ campaign that it has
advertised regularly. The industry has always been
willing to provide moncy. not just for sporting
organisations, but for any organisation i1 believes
will benefit from that money.

That is why 1 am appatled that, once again.
becuuse of pressure from minority groups, the
liquor industry has been pliaced in the situation in
which il cannot advertisc its products. It is my
view that il children could be corrupted by
watching liquor advertising on telvision, the prob-
lem rests firmly with the parents and their Jack of
discipline. If parents cannot control their children
and their habits, they do not deserve to be parcnts.
It is not fair to single out any particular industry
such as the liquor industry when the people who
markct salt probably do !0 times more damage 10
the health of people than the liquor industry does.

Hon. D. K. Dans: | agree with you, Mr Lockyer.

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: We should not have
these minority groups thrust upon us. When |
spcak ol minority groups, the one that comes to
mind a1 present is the group camping at Heirisson
Island. Any member of this Chamber who set up a
camp on Heirisson Island this afternoon would
wake up tomorrow in the slammer, yel we are
faced with the situation in which we have a race of
people bringing disgrice upon themselves by sit-
ting there on Heirisson Island. All the yahoos of
Perih drive past in their cars, yelling out Lo these
people and insulting their race, all because Mr
Burke will not go down to talk with them.

I agree with Mr Burke: he should not go down
there 1o talk with them. What should happen o
them is what would happen 1o any other member
of our society; in other words, they should be
dragged off to Lhe slol. What they are doing is just
not gaod cnough: it is a very poor wuy of getting
across their points of view. There must be a sim-
pler way, and | put it to members that they have
not carned the sympathy of the public: in fact, the
reverse is the case. These people have brought
disrcpute upon themselves. They have  these
yvahoos going past and calling them the most
atrocious names, There must be a simpler way for
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them to go about their task. This could be classed

as racism in reverse. People have said that we

would not be able to do it. and just because they

happen 1o be a different colour. they can do these

things. These things happen, and | am not a racist.
Hon, Kay Halkvhan interjecied.

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: Perhaps Hon. Kay
Hallahan might like to try it, but | would not want
0. She may support these minority groups, but |
do not. The public arc getting sick and tired of
having pressure applicd by groups such as this one.
As | said, they are not geiting their points of view
across. All they are doing is getting their grubby
little photographs in the paper. They are doing
themisclves no justice whatever.,

This weekend | was in the goldfields and many
people asked me what was poing on down at
Heirisson Island. Many ol their people in that
area were quite disgusted with the situation. The
time has come when we should stop mistaking
noise for numbers, If the Perth City Council does
not have the power 1o act effectively, as | under-
stand 1o be the case, perhaps legislation should be
introduced so that the council can act. Minority
groups can gt across their points of view in many
diflerent ways rather than by the outlandish ac-
tions adopted by this group.

I might add that | believe that the cqual
opportunitics  legislation  we  debated  last
night—ualthough 1 did not speak to it—was
introduced as a result of pressure from minority
groups. That legislation really is a bit of a laugh
around the place. although 1 know that some
people are sincere in their endecavours.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: What is the laugh?

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: The member does not
se¢ the faugh because she takes it seriously. If she
read this morning’s  cdition of The West
Austrafian, she will have read some of the letters
1o the editor and will have noted that some of the
people were very concise in their comments on this
issuc. The great majority of people feel the sume
way, [ do not doubr Hon. Kay Hallahan's sin-
cerity: she is probably onc of those who takes this
matter more seriously than do most people.

In North Queensland, people who call them-
selves Men of Trees, 1 think, are trying 1o stop a
road going through a forest because it might mean
one less gum tree or whatever is grown there. They
are doing this even when the councillors, who have
been clected 1o do what the people want, agree
that the road should go ahead and when these
counciltors know that they can be dealt with
through the ballot box.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: They don’t know what
damage they are doing.
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Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: | cannot agree with
thot statement, and | am surprised that a person
with the member’s great intelligence would try to
suggest Lhat elected councillors do not know whai
they are doing. If the pcople do not agree with
what they are doing. they will vole them out.

Roxby Downs is another example.

HMon. P. G. Pendal: What about Burswood
Island?

Hon P. H. LOCKYER: The member and |
might have to disagree on that one: he does not

have a punt like Mr Dans and [ do.

A1l Roxby Downs, we had people—this “reat a
crowd™, who were also in Tasmanin-—protesting
because the Federal Government had agreed Lo
the go-ahead for the Roxby Downs uranium proj-
ect as it thought it would help to keep Mr Bannon
in power in South Australia, although the rank
and file of the ALP do not wanl uranium mining.
These people went Lo press their minorily view
onto the majority. All they did was to cause im-
mense cxpense. because bus loads of policemen
had 1o be sent 10 the arca and the company had 1o
double the guard. All these things are very ob-
noxious 1o our socicty. | could give {urther
examples if the House wanted them.

In my own provincc. before | became a member,
we had the “Tour for Freedom™. These pceople
went Lo Exmouth 1o object to the base at North-
West Cape. They were laken as a joke initially,
and there was no violence until they burnt an
American flag outside the gates of the Harold E.
Holt communications base. The Australians and
the Amcricans Look extreme ebjection Lo that ac-
tion. All these people did was 1o bring cnormous
condcmnation onlo themselves.

Hon. Kay Hallahan interjected.

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: The member is making
me very suspicious, because whenever | get onto
these things, she scems 1o be able 1o comment. |
will have to check on the pholographs, because
people like her start 1o concern me. There would
be many people in the arca who would be
interested to know that a member of Parliament
wils among Lhat group, although | do not think she
wis. But Lthese people who caused the trouble were
nol appreciated by the residents of Exmouth.
Their cause was lost by the Nick of a match, If
they tried the same thing again. | would be able to
assure them of a very warm welcome. and 1 do not
mcan “warm’ in a congenial way. | will Jeave it 1o
members 1o work out what 1 mean.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: Did you say that the legis-
lation Tor equal rights last night was a joke, or that
the minority groups were?
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Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: Both. | thought the
legislation was unnecessary. Many people. like me,
will take absolutely no notice of last night's legis-
fation, none atall.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. D. ).
Wordsworth): | am sure the member will take no
notice of interjections.

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: Many people, includ-
ing Mrs Hallahan, are very sincere ubout this sort
of thing. but many ather people think it is silly. |
am surc she will not agree with me because she is
really sincere about what she is doing. but she is
probably one of the minority. The member will
probably cull me a male chauvinist pig.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: You are cleciorally out of
touch.

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: We will sce about that
at the next etection.

I will comment now on Government depart-
ments and organisations which at times take ac-
tions without considering sufficiently the human
aspect. The M. G. Kuailis Gulf Fisherics Piy, Lid
company conducls a4 prawning opcration  at
Learmonth, and has done so for a number of
years. 1Chas a seasonal work lorce and directly or
indirectly ¢mploys between 300 and 400 people.
The Department of Fisheries and  Wildlife—it
may now be the Department of Fisheries—closed
a section ol the fishery 10 prawning. because it
considered that the prawn stocks were being de-
pleted. | am no scientist and | do not claim to have
any particular knowledge of this indusiry, but 1
am informed that the decision was taken becuuse
the people Telt that they were doing the right
thing. The departmental officers Telt that the only
wiay they could stop the depletion of the prawn
stocks was 10 luck up the area for a while. | under-
stand that the department has been preseated with
some very strong scientific information which is
contrary to its point of view and that, because ol
the department’s decision. many jobs have been
jeopardised. In fact. the entire viability of the op-
cration at Learmonth is under review and the op-
cration could close at any time.

Whilc | respect deeply the Dircctor of Fisheries
and Wildlife and the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife, | feel they need to review this decision
and take cognizance of scientific information
available 1o them through an aliernative source.
The testing of these fishing arcas needs 1o be
increased 1o make sure thar what the departmen-
tal officers are doing is not wrong.

These {ishing operations. such as that of Kailis
at Learmonth. employ people who find it difficult
10 get work elsewhere. Many scasonal workers are
emploved and many arce females. T do not know

[COUNCIL]

whether these people will be able 10 obtain other
jobs if this opcration closes. That thought terrifics
me, not just becawvse of the number of jobs 10 be
lost by process workers, but alse becausc of the
number of skippers and deckhands—

Hon. D. K. Dans: What you arc saying is that
the decision was wrong,

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: I was not going that
far, but | was saying that the decision needs to be
reviewed, in the light of alternative scientific in-
formation which is available to us. | am informed
that the decision, which was taken on the infor-
mation before the deparimental representatives, is
open to question. The department must look at
this prablem again, | understand that a meeting
will be held in Exmouth some time in November. |
hope that meeting is not too late. | know the
people concerned are anxious to ensure that the
industry survives.

Members probably read in the newspapers this
week of a tragedy in Mt Magnet where a local
boy lost his life in a traffic accident. This tragedy
brought an outery from his family about the lack
of a doctor in the town.

While | really feel for the family, as onc always
docs when there is a bercavement, | must agree
with them that this is a problem. However. 1 do
not level criticism at this Government, the pre-
vious Government, the M1, Magnet Shire Council,
or my colleagues who have tried desperately over
the years to attract a doctor 10 the 1own.

We read in the papers lrom Lime to time that a
surplus of doctors cxists in the western world al
present. Yel. there scems to be some difficulty in
cncouraging doctors Lo isolated areas, cven though
a very high salary is offered.

The time is nigh lor the Government of the day.
in conjunction with the AMA_ the Mcedical School
of WA, and tertiary institutions, to strike a for-
mula under which doctors with Tour or five years’
cxpericnee cun be employed in isolated arcas. |
have used Mt. Magnet as an example, but it is
only one of many towns which feel the lack of a
doctor. I am sure some of the country members of
Parliament have the same problem in their clec-
torates. | know that at times the medical depart-
ment uses these isolated arcas to place a doctor
who comes from overseas and does not have com-
plete gualifications: until he is fully qualified he
may practise in that arca. Some steps must be
tuken 10 ensure that isolated arcas are provided
with doclors.

I know that the Flying Docior Service provides
medical care in these arcas, but 1 want to make 1t
clear that that service was meant basically only for
emergencics. Unforunately, it scems that the ser-
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vice has almost become o charter company which
carrics aut clinics around the country. That was
not the original purpose of the service.

I do not think that it is the role of the Flying
Doctor Service 10 provide a doctor 10 isolated
arcas. The role s o provide a service lo people
who ure seriously i1l and in some isolated place in
this State, so that patients can be propelled to
medical services such as specialist hospitals in

Perth.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You appreciate the
difficulty ol your idea. because of the need o have
an experienced doctor. Have you some ideas which
might overcome that?

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: | appreciate that Mr
MacKinnon is calling on his great reserves of
knowledge from his years as Minister for Health. 1
was nat sayving that a doctor {resh out of his lirst
year at a hospitad should be placed inan area such
as M Magnet, but that a system—along the lines
of the legal wid system. under which expericnced
lawyers are sent all over the State—is needed. The
Aboriginal Legal Serviee (WA) Inc. sends lawyers
to all arcas in the State in order o give a service Lo
people in the isolated arcus.

We need (o look at a simitar scheme under
which experienced doctors can be persuaded to go
1o isolated arcus for a year at a time, as long as
there is somue continuity of service.

The ideal situation. of course, is to have an
expericnced  doctor in a town. My town of
Carnarvon s well served, because 1L is in a coastal
arca and 11 s 2 convivial place m which to live.
Not many doctors want to live in a place like Mo
Magnel. because the climate is harsh—hot in
summer and cold in winter. There is not o lot to do
there other than to work. | thought that this prob-
lemv should be brought o the attention of the
House.

I wish to close my remarks by bringing to the
attention of the Puarliament the situation which
exists with Agnew  Mining Co. Piy. Lid alL
Leinster. Members who undersiand the goldficlds
industry know that the price of nickel at present is
such that organisations like Agnew Mining have
found it necessary to put ofT a number of workers.
Thai situation concerns me beciuse Leinster was a
viable litde town some veurs ago. People living
therc are concerned about their jubs.

The Government must watch  ¢losely  these
mining operitions. These companies must be given
every encouragement. because they employ a large
work force. If such an operation were shut down
suddenly. an enormous number of people would be
on the unemployiment market.

2829

I recognise the fact that Staie Gevernments are
not in the business of handing out moncy, but
these companies must be examined in order that a
way might be found 10 ensure that they are kept
viable. | fear that when one of these major nickel
towns closes. it could be some time, if ever, before
it is opened again.

Apart from the fact that 13 per cent taxation
has been passed on, | welcome the money which is
1o be spent in my clectorate. | will watch closcly
that it is wiscly spent. I there are any short-
comings in the Budget. | will certainly bring them
to Lthe attention of the Parliament.

I support the motion.

HON. S. M. PIANTADOSI {North Central
Metropolitan) [5.20 p.m.]: 1 alse welcome the op-
porlunity 1o bc able to speak on the Budget
papers. The whole thrust of this Budgel. as the
Premier outlined last week, is Lo continue the
cconomic revival that has occurred since Lhe
Labor Party took office. 1 most welcome this be-
causc the North Central Metropolitan Province
covers the suburbs of Balga and Bualcatia, two
areas where unemploviment, especially amongst
the young and the nuigrants. is high. 1 fully sup-
port 1the initatives taken by the Government 1o
ensure new opportunitics, and the Government’s
plan 1o give all members of the community—and a
number of people who live in my arei—those
apportunitics.

I would like 1o point out some of those measures
because 1 am a firm supporter of the Govern-
ment's proposals. The Government hus made it
quite clear that in one arca it accepled some of the
points that the Opposition has made over the last
few weeks and that is with respect to unemploy-
ment amongst the young. It is a problem area, and
there is some disagreement as 1o how the problem
should be approached.

The need for employment prospects to improve
in that aren is recognised. Some of the proposals
mentioned were job placement, a skills” campaign,
and apprentice employment. The Premier has
stated thut 5300000 has been allocated to the
State public sector 10 ensure that at feast 100
additional apprentices will be employed. | think
that step is quite a clear indication of the Govern-
ment’s intention of the role its own departments
can play and the steps that can be 1aken to assist
unemployment. The Government has also offered
incentives Lo the private sector as well w scecure
further apprenticeship opportunitics. Some  of
these incentives relate Lo workers™ compensation.
payroll tax. and opportunities Tor further pro-
motion. Another $230 000 has been allocated Tor
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this purposc and 1o generally inform the com-
munity of future employment prospects.

Having been involved with the community
youth support arca for some months, | have daily
cvidence of some of the problems the young face,
Pan of the information filering across 10 families
and the community at large, is an idea of the
opportunitics available.

The Community Employment Program s
further cvidence of the Government's proposals of
cnsuring w the community that further job
opportunitics will be made available, not just for
the young. but for all.

Some $2 million has been allocated towards the
programme of community employment ensuring
that a total grant of some $26 million will be
allocated 10 new projects which will provide
approximalely 2600 jobs. What must be pointed
out is the benefit that 4 community programme
scheme brings not only in providing jobs. but also
in helping the community 1o prosper from that
programme. and being able to implement within
community groups schemes that would not have
been possible under normal circumstances. Thosc
programmes assist the community at large,

The boost 10 the building industry has been very
effective also and most welcomed by the industry
generally. Of vhe people to whom 1 have spoken
over the lust two weeks—from brickies™ labourers
o mapagers and  owners  of  building
companics-—the  allocation  of  $187  million
injected into housing has been very well-received
by that industry. 1 think the attitude was that this
injection of funds was the boost that the industry
nceded. Tt will ensure that the industry continues
in a positive vein for many years 1o come, with
further support in fuiure ycars. This has come
about with the Government's overall capital works
progrumme of over $1 000 million. This pro-
gramme will be commenced in the very near fu-
ture and it will further boost the building industry.

Even the Opposition members have not argued
with what the Government has proposed and
initiated. | think it is a clear indication that the
Government is on a winner and indeed. by their
silence. it can be seen that the Opposition has been
demoralised by the actions of the Government: it
is completely destroyed by the Government's argu-
ment. Indeed. 1 heard from some that the Oppo-
sition huas gone back to the drawing board to see
what clse it can do 10 counter the Government.
Possibly 11 might get back to the old rigmarole of
union bashing.

] think history records it well that during the
last election campaign all the Opposition rhetoric
did it no good ar all. Its proposals were disasirous
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and were scen as such by the community. The
people did not like what was proposed for the
future and what the Opposition had in store for
Western Australians. 1 think its defeat at the bal-
lot box alse meant a total disaster for the Liberal
Party: the community judged it in that way.

Two other proposals in the Budget which 1 wel-
come involve the Multicultural and Ethnic AfTairs
Commission and the Equal Opporwunity Com-
mission. In both these arcas, the Government rec-
ogniscs that laws in themselves are not sufficient
te end intolerance, prejudice, and discrimination
which has existed in the community in the past
and which still exists. The Government places a
strong emphasis on the need for community edu-
cation to cnsure that the minority groups have
some equal opportunity. | think that wis indicated
yesterday by some members of the Oppesition.
There is some consensus aboul the need to ensure
that the community as a whole has a fair go. |
welcome that support, but T certainly hope that
that consensus in regard to a fair go does not siop
there but continues with the Fair Representation
in the Legislative Council Bill which is also due 10
come before this House.

The allocation of $685000 for the new
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs Commission is
most welcome indeed. For the first time in the
history of Western Australia we have a struciure
that will truly represent the total community. 1
think the word “multicultural™ in the name of the
commission is a clear indication that it is indeced
representative of the community. Its role is to
ensure that the 1otal contribution of the ethnic
communitics in our State is recognised. It should
also  encourage people  of  diverse  origins,
languages. and culture to participate fully in our
community  whilst  alse  encowraging  the
preservation and the sharing of their culture.

The Government has laid the groundwork to
cnable inolerance 1o discrimination to  be
combated. The commission needs all our co-oper-
ation 1o ¢nsure that it will be effective and will
fulfil its rale. | sincercly urge the Opposition o
support the Government and to assist it 10 achieve
that geal.

| point out that. in restructuring the old immi-
gration and cthnic afTairs office. the Government
has made o saving of some $800 000. Last wecek,
the Opposition launched an attack on the Govern-
ment about incrcases in spending in public areas.
It said that all costs had increased: rather than
keep 1o its promises of pood management, the
Government had increased all costs and charges.
The Opposition quoted various figures. However,
the immigration and ethnic affairs area is one in
which Government spending has not increased,



[Wednesday, 24 October 1984]

and this has transpired because of good housc-
keeping. As 1 have already mentioned, $800 000
has been suved by the Government in the
restructuring of that depuriment.

In the lust few days. the Minister flor
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs was avtacked by
the ethnic communities council because of the
proposed cxpenditure of $685 000. Those attacks
have been completely unfair and unwarrianied.
Had the Government allocated greater funds at
this stage. it would have been quite lair for it 1o be
attacked because it would have been wasting pub-
lic funds and it would not have been acling respon-
sibly.

What must be realised is that for the first time
in this area. a new department is being sct up and
onc needs Lo look carclully at the structurc and
comiposition of the department and stalf 1o ensure
their cffectivencss and also 10 ensure thatl the de-
partment will Tulfil its role.

Yesterdauy, when  speaking 1o the  Equal
Opportunities Bill and referring to the role of the
commissioner. Hon. lun Medcalf stressed the
point that one had 10 be careful about the role ol a
commissioner and o commission.

The ethnic alfairs commissioner wus appointed
only four months ago. and it would be difficult in
such & short time, Lo set up a depurtment and a
full complement of staff. | think all members
would agree that the commissioner would nced
more time in order Lo set up his department and 10
appoint his staff. The crucilying of the com-
mission is nol warranted. 1 point out that the pro-
gress of the commission will be monitored and
should additional assistance be needed in the lu-
turc. 1 am surc the Government would give the
commission its (urther support. | commend the
Government for its vision and action and | suggest
to leaders of the ethnic afTairs council that they
have the same vision. | invite them also 10 assist in
whatever way they can 1o ensure that the aims of
the commission arc achieved. In addition, | urge
the Opposition to assist in that regard.

I welcome the allocation of funds lor one of the
problems which concerns my electorate: that is.
the completion of the rooling of the Mt. Yokine
reservoir, which is in my electorate and which has
been plagued by many problems over the last few
years. especially that of baclerial and snail infes-
tation. The tunks had w0 be closed down for
months on end in an attemipt to rid the reservoir of
that problem. Some vears ago. when | was see-
retary of the water supplics union. § Look Lhe in-
itintive 1o bring this matter o the then Govern-
ment's atention, and | am sure that that initiative
put a little pressure on the then Government to
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take action. 1 am glad that the Labor Government
is following thc initiatives taken by the Liberal
Government and is roofing all rescrvoirs because
ol the dangers which exist. A similar situalion
arose some three weeks ago when problems were
expericneed at the Bold Park reservoir because
seagulls were using it as a siopping-off place op
their way to the accan.
Hon. G. E. Masters: Dropping-of place!

Hon. S. M. PLANTADOSI: That is right. This
problem requires the application of different
chemicals o that reservoir to get rid of that bac-
teria. The sooncr that any reservoir or any waler
supply in existence is given some protection, the
better off we, as a communily, will be.

I certainly hope that in the next Budget, pro-
vision will be made for some of the older
mains—some of which are in the older sub-
urbs—10 be replaced in order that we might be rid
of the problem.

In conclusion, 1 would like Lo reiterate my sup-
port for the Government's initiatives as a result of
which many programmes will be instituled, and ¢on
which a great deal of money will be spent, thus
benefiting a number of my constituents.

| commend the Government for its iniliatives,
and | suppori Lthe motion,

HON. G. E. MASTERS (West—Leader of the
Opposition) [5.36 p.m.]: | take the opporturity to
speak on the Budget and to refer to some of the
facts which [ think should be poinied out to Lhe
Government and to the public relating (o the Op-
position’s concern with the statements made by
the Government on the Estimates.

The Treasurer’s Budgel speech and the figures
submitted to the Parliament and to the public
were presented as fair and rcasonable and cer-
tainly that was the impression the Government
tried Lo project. | suggest that the House should
look closely at the flinancial operation of the
Government over the past 18 months—the time it
has been in Government.

On looking at the way Lhe Government has
operated in the Budget arca and at its handling of
public money, onc could assume only thal the pre-
vious Budget was carefully planned and that this
one has been curefully planned and is nothing
morc than a clever deception perpetrated by the
Government. The statements made by the
Treasurer and the Government have been the
height of deceit. and the Government’s hypocrisy
is evident in ils policy statements and policy com-
mitments which were disclosed prior 10 the last
¢lection. The first year the Government was in
office, massive hikes in costs and Government
charges were imposed, and. of course. they were
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imposed in complete contradiction o the promises
made by the Government prior to the election.
One rcalises that some reason must exist for the
big hikes in Government charges in the Govern-
ment’s first vear in office, and the relatively low
increases this year. 1t is possible that the Govern-
ment is leaving its options open for an clection
carly next sear. | am not saving that an carly
clection will be held, but it would appear to any-
one who is o student of these things and who
knows the way in which Governments operate that
H is i possibility.

Hon. D, K. Dans: You look at the next Budget.

Hon. G. . MASTERS: All | am saying is that
it is a possibilies. Whatever Mr Dans or the
Government says, nothing at all can hide the ef-
feet the cruel increases in Government charges
had on the public last year. 1t is worth recalling

Hon. 5. M. Piantadosi: Can 1 give you some
information,

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: | am taiking

Hon. 5. M. Piantadosi: We saved $800 000 on
one item. You are totally irresponsible.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I know the hikes of this
Government and the hikes under these Estimates.
When we talk about irresponsibility, It us

Hon. 5. M. Piantadosi: W saved $800 000.

Hon. . E. MASTERS: ook at the absolute
lies told by this Government prior 10 the last elec-
tion.

Several members interjected.

Hon, G. E. MASTERS: Let me say it again,
because it is necessary 1o remind the Government
and the public and 1o have it on record. This was
an advertisement placed in the newspaper prior to
the last election. It read

Labor will seek to freese government taxes
and chiarges during the period of the Wage
Freeze.

Noincreases in Water Rates

Noincreases in Electricity charges

No increases in 3rd Party Motor In-
surance

Noincreases in Land Tax

Noincreases in Stamp Duty

Noincreases in Bus and Train Fares

Noincreases in Rail Freight Charges

Noincreases in Irrigation Charges

Nuincreases in State Petrol Tax.

Hon. P. ;. Pendatl: Who put this in?

Hon. (. E. MASTERS: That
Pizntadosi™s party.

was Mr

[COUNCIL)

Yet what happened? Water rates went up by 16
per cent. and clectricity charges went up by 15 per
cent. Members opposite can smile, but they should
be ashamed of themsclves. Bus and train fures
increased by 33% per cent: petrol tax by 13.5 per
cenl: and country sewerage charges 20 per cent.

This all happened in the first year. Country
drainage charges went up 18 per cent: SHC rents
up 10 per cent. hospital charges up 19 per cent:
and gas charges up 15 1o 100 per cent.

What | am saying 1o the House

Several members interjected.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS:  is that if onc looks at
the increases imposed on the public by this
Goverament over the 18 months which it has been
in office. one gets the true picture.

Scveral members interjecied.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: What happens is this:
The Government has carclully got away with it In
the first year. the Government increased charges
massively. The Treasurer then came pussy-footing
along this year, and said, “We will be Tair this
year”.

Several members interjected.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: It is the old. thimble
trick: the Government takes with one hand and
magnanimously gives something back next year,
but not all of it. Hon. Kay Hallahan said “*we have
taken so much off FID.™ 40 per cent or whatever it
is.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: That's right.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Thau is right, it has
been reduced from 0.5 per cent to 0.3 per cenl.
That is good.

Several members interjected.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: We know why the
Government did it.

Scveral members interjected.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Payroll tax that was
a good decision— reduced from five per cent Lo
4.75 per cent.

Scveral members interjected.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: What | am saying is
that every Government has recognised that payroll
tax is an unplcasant tax.

Several members interjected.

Hon. 5. M. Piantadosi: You made a hash of it
when you were Minister,

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: We did reduce it.

Several members interjected.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Government members
are not even allowing me {0 say that something is
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a good job: they suspect my motives. Nevertheless.
when we look at one ar two liule things the
Government has done. we realise revenue pay-
ments are up across the board and that employers
and businesses will continue 10 pay increasing
costs this yeur and next year, no matter what the
Government dovs about window dressing. This
revenue comes from business. fram industry, and
from commueree.

Several members interjected.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: We have an increased
take. AL the same time we have increased spend-
ing: capitul works will involve increased spending.
We have o burgeoning burcaucriucy. [ts numbers
go up and up. no matter what facade the Govern-
ment puls on: it is not becoming more cfficient
and cutting down little groups. The Governinent
puts on this front, and it is prepared, for a litde
publicity, to sacrifice anyone 10 retain its position.
With the senior public servants’ 10 per cent salary
cut. it tried suecessfuily 1o overshadow the in-
crease last year.

Hon. D. K. Dans: [t was 12 per cent Tor me.

Several members interjecied.

Hon, G. L. MASTERS: Let us undersiund
what we are on about when we talk of increased
costs and increased expenditure. The allocation for
the Department of Premier and Cubinet is $7.5
million—up 133 per cent since the Labor Govern-
ment ok power. This inerease is for nothing but
to sutisfy the insatiable appetite of Mr Burke and
his priviite army. which is there purely and simply
to keep him in power at any public cost.

Several members interjecied.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Mr Bryce's depariment
is allocated $3.1 milion—up 2 122 per cenl since
the Labor Party ook power 18 months apo. Thal
is u little high.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: 1t would have to be a record.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Let us look at Mr
Dans’ department. Bear in mind the Government
has said. “We are keeping increases generally be-
low the rate of expected inflation™. What is the
inflation rate?

Secveral muembers interjected.,

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. G. EE. MASTERS: In 1983-84 Lhe csti-
mate for Mr Duns’ department was $11.27
million: this vear it is $13.28 million. up 17 per
cent. That is not inMation. 1T we have |7 per cent
inflation. heaven help us!

Last yvear the atlocation for Mr Dowding's de-
partment was $13.2 million: this year it is $18.44
miltion—-up 139 per cent.
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I will give credil to Mr Berinson; he has perhaps
appliecd more  restraint and  care o his
administration. It is natural that he would be cau-
tious and careful. His budget is up by anly two per
cent, so he has applied very great care. But Mr
Dans’ estimate and Mr Dowding’s estimate have
jumped up 17 per cent and 39 per cenl respect-
ively, That is not very good.

Where does the money come from? It comes
from small business and industry.

l.ooking at the Estimates we have an almost
impossible job 10 find oul what these advisers cost,
and what their backups cost. because there are
advisers, officers. scerctaries, and all that gocs
with them. Huge costs 10 the public are involved,
but who really knows what this cost is?

Several members interjecied.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Hon. Kay Hallahan
says, "Good results™, but I can tell members some
of the results are very bad indeed.

Hon. S, M. Piantadosi: It makes you look bad.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Lct me give members
an example of a gross waste of money in the
Premier’s departiment, where Mr Tom Butler is
one of the advisers on industrial relations,

Several members interjectled.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Mr Tom Butler has not
resolved once single dispute since he has been there.
He has flown up to Geraldion and threatened
people into joining the union. He approached a
builder invelved in a dispute a few days ago and
said cverything was fixed. bul the dispute was
worse than ever. Members talk about a wuste of
money.

Several members interjected.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Will Mr McKenzie
dispute that?

Hon. Fred McKenzic: 1t is not true.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Would you like to
come with me womorrow?

Hon. Fred McKenzie: | would love to.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Right. 9.00uwm.
tomorrow, | will talk 10 the member a little fater in
the cvening.

Scveral members interjected.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Let mc just say this. In
S0Me cascs—

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: | am not saying therc
should not be a limited number of advisers.

Several members interjected.
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Hon. G. E. MASTERS: The appoiniment of
these advisers was 10 keep people quict, just to
honour promises- -jobs for the boys—this is really
what it is all about, In many cases this is what is
happening. Some of the advisers are a sheer waste
of moncy: Tom Butler is a good example of this.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: That is your limited per-
ceplion,

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: The word “limited™ is
something | would argue about, bul “perception™
yes! What | am saying is that in many cascs we
have people in these jobs as payment for services
rendered,

I doubt whether Mr Berinson, Mr Dans, Mr
Daowding. or the Premier could el us the true cost
of that adviser corps-—that private army—io the
public. | do not think they have any idea. Indeed,
it normally takes two or three days to find out how
many advisers there are, When Hon. Phil Pendal
asked o question on this matter it 100k days for
him to get the answer,

While we are tilking about advisers and their
effect, ler us look at what is happening in this
Parliament. Day in and day out we see ap increas-
ing number of people whom, in many cases, | have
never scen before. They strut around as il they
were members of Parliament or, indeed. superior
to members of Parliament.

Frequently when the House is in session and a
conlentious issue is being debated, this place is like
Penth railway sttion at peak hour. Pecople are
running backwards and forwards and they do not
have any form of identification. 1| am seriously
concerned, as should all members be. that there is
no sccurity in this place. People just run around: i
do not know them. and nor do members opposite.

Scveral members interjected.

Hon. G. . MASTERS: Not so long ago | saw
one of the advisers in the members™ bar drinking
with members. That is not on. [t is nol proper and
obviously the situation needs to be corrected.

Scveral members interjecied.

Hon. Graham Edwards: Wasn't he drinking
with Liberal members?

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Time and time again
we look at the President’s Gallery-—

The PRESIDENT: Order! I ask the members
who are interjecting 10 cease and | ask the Leader
of the Opposition 10 ignore the interjections and
dircet his comments 10 the Chair.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Thank you. Mr Presi-
dent. What | am saving is this—

Hon. 5. M. Pianiadosi: What you are saying is
that you support o closed shop.

[COUNCIL)

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Many members on my
side of the Housc arc seriously concerned about
the lack of sccurity in Parlianment House and the
number of people whom one cannot identify and
who wander around the corridors and in and out of
offices. | am cexpressing my view and | am
scriously concerned about the matier. [ am not
looking for a row with Government members. It is
my concern and it is the concern of many mem-
bers.

A number of people move around Parliament
House. in and out of the corridors, and in cvery
corner of this building, and | do not know them
from a bar of soap. | do not think there is any
degree of security.

Hon. D. K. Dans: Lct us face it, whea | came o
Parliament 1 knew almost evervone on the staff,
but there scems to be 3 000 on the stalf now, or at
least that is how it appears to me.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: | do not want a
shouting matich. I am showing my concern and it
is a concern which should be expressed by all
members. because il lots of people are roaming
around and there is no security in respect of mem-
bers” offices. people can walk in and out of them.
They do not wear identification tags with their
photagraphs on them. | do not know who these
people arc and it makes me wonder who is really
in charge. What happens at weekends when mem-
bers are not here or when very few members arc
here? At different times of the day—not at week-
ends—I have come through the doors and | have
scen people who arc not members of Parliament
using pass keys.

Hon. D. K. Dans: | threw my key away in case |
was tempted to comc in on weckends!

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Members should be
concerned about this, because sooner or later
something will go wrong and no-onc will know
wheo is 1o blame. If we are 1o have these hordes of
people—whether they arc Government officers or
whomever they may be-—wandering around Par-
liament Housc. they should carry some form of
identification. | would be quite happy with that.
but we must have more security.

Time and time again while we are involved in
debate in this House people wander in and out of
the President’s Gallery. | assume they get your
permission. Sir. but they come in and out of here
very frequently. There is a proper course of action
to take when one sits in the Presidents Gallery.
Whenever § or most members in this place take
somcone into the President’s Gallery, an approach
is made 1o the President to the effect, *Mr Presi-
dent, may [ bring somcone into your gallery?™ It
should be essential that that course be fallowed. [t
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should not be possible for people 1o walk in and
out of the President’s Gallery without the per-
mission of the President, but 1 know that is
happening now.

Hon. D. K. Dans: Pl bet the President does not
know about it

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: | am drawing atlention
10 a4 very scrious matter. We heard Mr Gayler
talking ubout someone’s walking into his office
and removing equipment. That is guite wrong. |
draw the matter Lo the attention of the President
and the House, because it is somcthing which
needs 10 be looked al.

The number of Government advisers and the
way in which they are being used is upsetting
many people. It is certainly upsctiting public ser-
vants who regurd the Government's course ol ac-
tion in this respect as o slur on their ability and
integrity. From reports which have been made to
me. it scems o sort of barrier exists between the
scnior public servants in the Public Service and
the Minister. In the past. regardless of political
overtones. departmental heads always had access
to their Ministers. Han. Gruham MacKinnon,
Hon. David Wordsworth, and Hon. Tan Medcall
as ex-Mimisters. would know that. Departmental
heads alwavs gave the best advice possible and
they were there 10 protect their Ministers. That
was ulways the traditional role of the Public Ser-
vice and it will continue to be if public servants are
allowed to maintain that practice.

However. now a barrier has developed between
senior Government officers and their Ministers.
This has been caused by the appointment of ad-
visers. 1t has even been suggested that some of the
advisers are making the decisions. rather than re-
ferring matters 1o Ministers.

What I am saving is that we really have a new
breed of people—an army of, in some cases, pro-
fessional beeches who have moved in and who are
building  their  own  little  empires  and
burcaucracics. We have this clite group being
formed between the Ministers and their depart-
mental heads.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: You mcan a very efficient
group.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: | do not think so.
although it could be in some cuses. | am saying
there is a new breed—-a new elite—and. in many
cascs. important decisions are made by unclected
peopte rather than by the members themselves.

The Attorney General and the Premicr have
referred 10 expenditure. They have said thai the
increase in expenditure would not be greater than
the rite of inflation. We have sugpesied already
that it is and we have piven examples. When we
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look at the details of Government expendilure we
sce a very sad picture. It appears from the figures
I have that the money set aside lor youth training
is nowhere necar as much as the Minister for Em-
ployment and Training (Hon. Peter Dowding) or
Hon. Kay Hallahan suggested it might be. Indeed,
it appears there has just been o redeployment of
funds in that arca, rather than an increase.

IT that is the casc, and | am open to correction,
surcly that is an astounding inadequacy in the
circumstances. Hon, Peler Dowding made a pre-
pared statement the other day and | suggest he
ought 1o scck again the advice of his advisers 1o
ascertain whether what he wold this House was
correct.

The increased expenditure and increased take
on the part of the Government in Lhis arci is
significant. If we look al somce of the figures. we
understand that when the Government suys it is
keeping down Gavernment charges und taxes. we
have to look at what it has received as a result of
18 months of increased charges. | do not refer to
this ycar only, but to the previous year also. We
must take the position of the two years added
together.

As a result of increased charges last year, this
year land tax incrcased by 20 per cent or 38.5
million. Stamp duty was up by 318 million or 11.2
per cent. Regardless of the reduction in the
financial institutions duty, it will bring in $18.7
million this year, an increase of 113 per cent.
Payroll tax is up by 6.3 per cent or $17 million.
Liquor and tobacco tux is up by 15.4 per cenl.

Sitting suspended from 6.00 1o 7.30 p.n.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Before the tea suspen-
sion | was criticising the Government for what |
called its deeeption in saying that it had kept
increases in expenditure within the expected in-
Nation level. That is the sort of statement that has
been bandied around. and although Mr Berinson
says that is not the case, that is the impression that
has been pul forward by members of the Govern-
ment and it would scem. by his own spokesman. 1
quoted carlier some figures 1o give an indication of
the increased income the Government will receive
as a result of lust year’s increuses. In relation Lo
land tax | said the figures we have researched
suggest an incrcased take of 20 per cemi—$8.5
million—in the rate of lund 1ax.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: But will there be any
increase?

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: That is the sort of
statement | would not have expected Mr Berinson
o make. The Government makes a big song and
dance about not greatly increasing Government
charges—
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Hon. J. M. Berinson: Netther we did.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: —but il is gaining u
great deal more money which is needed to linance
some of the Government's plans and pay for some
ol the things which are not necessary. | am saying
the Government is creating a deception.

Hon. J. M. Buerinson: Like payroll tax dedue-
tions?

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: | have already referred
to that and | will come back 1o it | said it was a
good thing that the Government had reduced pay-
roll tax. and | hope all Governments of whatever
colour and persuasion would do the same. 1 also
complimented Mr Berinson on being careful with
Lis own budgeting and | estimated he was only
asking for a two per cent increase. | said it was a
pity his Cabinet colleagues did not exercise the
sume caution.

Stamp duty is to increase by 11.2 per cent and
FID is to increase by 113 per cent—that could be
incorreet. but it is the figure 1 have calculated.
Payroll 1ax is o increase by 6.3 per cent: liquor
and tobacco laxes by 15,4 per cent: public utitity
charges by 13.7 per cent, and departmental fees by
8.8 per cent. That is the range of increases we
have calculated on our examination of the ligures.
I Mr Berinson savs that is not true [ will be
pleased il he stands up and disputes the ligures.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: 1 think you should go
buck to school.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: | would be pleased if
Mr McKenzie stood up immediately 1 fimish my
speech o explain where 1 am wrong.

Hon. Fred MceKenzie: Don’t tempt me!

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Let us Jook specilically
at the areas of increases, and | point out these
figures have been caleulated by experts. For
cxample. the Government's tuke through taxation
will have increased during the time of the Labor
Government by 39.4 per cent overall, That is the
increased take Tor last year and this year. The
increased take in other arcas is as follows: Law
courts. 29.4 per cent: deparimental, 25 per cent:
public utilitics. 11.2 per cent an averape of 283
per cent. That is the increased take this Govern-
ment has achieved in 18 months in office.

I am sure that must really mean that the public,
in understanding these Mligures—and we hope they
do- --will recognise that the Burke Government has
been very keen o extract money from the public
by way of taxes and charges despite the con job it
has put forward.

The inereased Government take obviously af-
fects the private sector because it makes it harder
for that sector o emiploy mare people, 10 run prof-
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itable cnterpriscs, and 10 establish in business. We
are seeing even now a lransfer of wealth. il you
like, from the privale sector 1o the public scctor.
We must recognise, and | am sure we all do, that
the private sector employs at Teast 70 per cent of
the work force and of that, small business employs
between 40 and 50 per cent. Such action by the
Government affects those peoplic greatly. The
Government is continuing to increasc its take rom
the community.

Mr Dowding made a prepared statement which
almost could be scen as a puanic move. He talked
about a number of aspects in the employment
arca. in particular the allocation of finunce to
youth and youth employment. | suggest that when
he talked about the provision of $3.5 million 10 $5
million for what he culied the bridging-the-gap
scheme, it was really o reullocation of lunds from
one group ta another.

Let us take the figures for 1983 for the arcas in
which money was spent in checouraging youth em-
ployment and the like. The transition from work to
school scheme was allocated $2.18 million last
year. This year the allocation is nil. although an

alternative scheme has been introduced. The
special  youth  employment training  scheme
received  $140000 last year compared  with

$12 000 this year. Special empltoyment related
programmes were allocated $33.973 million last
year and $469 000 this year. The overall figure
last year was $6.299 million for the arcas | have
mentioned whereas this year the Government has
allocated $481 000.

I agree that the Government has allocated the
bridging-the-gap scheme $3.5 million. and that it
is also outlaying $2.75 million on apprenticeship
schemes. so the figures are about the sume.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: From memory that $3.5
million is for the six months from January o Junc.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Dead right! It is a bil
more than that actually, the total estimated figure
lor 4 yeur is $5 million.

Fon. ). M. Berinson: A large proportion will
comg in the Tirst hall of the year because of the
structure of the scheme.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Thc allocation this
vear for the virious schemes—although the titles
have chunged—is about the same or within
S100000. Mr Dowding quite cleverly promoted
the bridging-the-gap scheme as o brand new
scheme which would receive additional funds. He
tricd Lo lead the House into believing that, apart
from the other schemes which would continue, an
additional $3.5 million had been allocated this
vear, That is not so.
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Hon. ). M. Berinson: T will leave 1 1o Mr
Dowding 1o correct. but you are subject o correc-
tion on that.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Of course Mr Berinson
is not prepared 10 say so because it is another
Minister’s portfolio. although | would have
thought Mr Berinson had a (air idca. being in
charge of the caleulations. | accept that these
things arc complicaied and that he has to go home
and work it out.

That deception was played on the Parliament by
the Minister and indeed the Government has
allocated very few dollars more than was allocated
last year. I will not criticisc the bridging-the-gap-
scheme—obviously the Government and the Min-
ister have taken some advice and [ know from
whence it came-—exeept to say that it appears 1o
the Oppuosition there may be o decline in training
programmes. The moncy is being put into differ-
entl schemes, but training programmes will de-
cline. If that is the case we have every reason Lo be
a litde coneerned.

I have some notes on the Budget speech. as we
all have. These refer 1o the bridging-the-gap
scheme and it is not necessary for me to read the
notes on that new schene. [ am not criticising the
Government. In fact. | commend it for bringing
forward new ideas. However, the Government
should not 1ell Parliament that an additional 3.3
per ceat or $3 million has been allocated above
kist yeur's appropriation.

Mr Dowding claimed that there were improve-
ments in employment levels and certainly that s
true. | am glad 10 see that. Mr Berinson would
agree with me, however. that it is nowhere ncar
satisfuctory that 17 or I8 per cent of young people
are unemployed. We must continue to try 1o pro-
mote employment, particularly for those in the
YOUNEZCT d2¢ Broups.

I have already mentioned that the payroll tax
proposal is o good move on the Goverament's part.
I have mentioned. as Hon, Kay Halluhan has. that
the reduction of 40 per cent in FID is a good
move. However, only a few months ago we
debated the desirability of imposing FID and (he
Opposition is. in Tiet, committed 10 abolishing it
altogether. Opposition members said during the
debate than it was ridiculous and unfair 10 the
business community to impose a level of 0.05 per
cent: we siid that the figure, if anything, should be
0.03 per cent. 1t is part of the Government's de-
ception that only o few months later it has come
back to the Parliament with this amendiment.

The Government miscaleulated how  much
moncy it would reecive from this tax. It has taken
away from the business community, given a liule
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back. and it is saying what a wonderful Govern-
ment it is. It has not adminted that it made a
mistake in the first place. We know the Govern-
ment made a mistake and the Government knows
it made a mistake, but it claims that it has done a
wonderful thing by reducing the tax. In the carlier
debates Opposition members said that if there was
going (o be a tax it should be imposed at the rate
of 0.03 per cent. but the Government pooh-poched
that idea. Much later Hon. Kay Hailahan siands
up and claims the Government is wonderlul for
reducing the 1ax. FID has created many problems
in the business arca. We have lost a great deal of
finance to other States, particularly Queensland.
It has cost thousands of jobs in this State.

Hon. Garry Kelty: Prove it.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Yes. it has. Far wo
many members on the Government side have
never been in business or involved in business and,
therefore. have no understanding of business and
the effect these taxes and charges have on small
companics. 1 know. and many other members
know, that many businesses changed  their
methods with regard 10 financial dealings as a
result of the introduction of FID. The additional
taxes and charges are having a bad cifect on small
businesses and more and more of them are closing
their doors. 1 talk to such people every day.

Hon. }. M. Berinson: They are misleading you,
Mr Masters.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Hon. Joc Berinson says
that they are misleading me. [ know he is one of
the few people on the Government side who is
involved in business. and that he is a good and
successful businessman.

I am not referring to large companics, but to the
small business people in the community. They are
laced with continual imposts: not only wages but
also 17.5 per cent holiday loading. long service
leave, and workers’ compensation premiums. We
cannot do much about workers’ compensation pre-
miums although | understand Mr Dans has plans
1o resolve that problem.

A Government member: Do you agree with
that?

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Of course | agree with
workers” compensation. | do not know about Mr
Dans™ plans, but 1 am happy o talk 1o him on that
issue as he well knows. | may not agree with his
plans, but 1 will certainiy tatk with him about
them.

Additional imposts will be made through the
termination and redundancy proposals. The other
day Mr Dans s1o0d in this House and proudly said
that he strongly supported those proposals and the
decisions made in the Eastern States. He said that
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the sooncer they were introduced in this State, the
better. That will be an additional burden. The
Opposition has calculated that the redundancy
programme and  plans, as put forward and
supported by Mr Duns. could cost an cmployer
$486 i year. In other words, if [ were an cmployer,
I would have to put that sum away cach year for
cach employee as provision lor future redundancy.

The termination proposal is also an impost and
we estimate that it will cost $432 million a year
throughout Australia. These are all additional
costs pluced on businesses, particularly small
businesses. There is no shadow of doubt that many
of the employers alTected will decide 10 get out of
business as a result of these burdens, in addition 10
their other problems, Mr Berinson may not under-
stand these people, but | do. Many business people
are saying that they have had cnough and that
they cannot cope with additional costs and charges
cach time they appear o be making progress.

The Government maintains that the reduction
in payroll tux will increase the prospects of em-
ployment for young and middle-aged pecople and
there is no doubt that it will. However, that re-
duction is oflset by other -burdens imposed or
supported by the Government.

I refer to another impost in the building indus-
try: the building union supcrannuation scheme.
Unflortunately that scheme has been supported by
some of the major industrial groups in the Eastern
States who were Tooled into agreecing to it. This
scheme will cost $11 a week for cach employce.
There is no doubt that this scheme will spread
throughout other industries and | understand thai
the metal industry s looking  at  similar
propositions. No doubt employers in other indus-
trics will be Taced with the same pressures and
burdens. Once such schemes are accepted by big
business. they soon spread and affect small busi-
ness.

This superannuation scheme has been supported
by major employees in the Eastern States who
have ratied on business generally. They think they
can pass the burden to the public in the vain hope
of industrial peace but they forget the small busi-
ness people who will suffer as a result of this
decision. One cannot buy industrial peace and the
big cmplovers should know ihat. Il these ecm-
ployers continue 10 rat on small business they will
create many problems in the future. 1 am not
referring w the Confederation of WA Indusiry or
the chamber of commerce because they have
worked their puets out for small business. 1 am
talking about the big boys in the Eastern States
who do their own private deals.
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This policy of termination pay will invelve an
increasing burden and. therefore. small businesses
will continuc 10 close their doors and get rid of
their employees.

I said previously that when | was in busi-
ness—and this probably applied 10 other members
when they were in business—we boasted about the
number of people we employed. It was a matter of
pride 10 tell people at meetings, cte.. that onc
cmployed, in my case, 20 people. Il one gocs to
business meetings now and someone says they are
cmploying only two people the response is. “You
are a lucky devil, how do you manage that?” It is
a matter of pride 1o say how few people one em-
ploys. not how many onc cmploys. These ad-
ditiona! burdens and costs are crucifying small
business.

The Government members, with great pleasure,
have 10ld the House that the Government has
reduced FID from 0.05 per cent 10 0.03 per cent.
The tax should never have been introduced in the
first place. and certainly not at 0.05 per cent. QOur
prophecies have proved correct and the Govern-
ment has admitted that it made a mistake.

As far as the Opposition is concerned, when

talking about encouraging employment and rying

10 persuade people o employ more young people,
we put forward a genuine amendment to the in-
dustrial relations legistation. It appears that the
Government will not accept that, even though we
were trying Lo cacourage the increased employ-
ment of young people.

On the subject of the cost of youth unemploy-
ment and the reasons the Opposition brought for-
ward thcse proposals. | draw the Government's
attention 10 the vouth wage cmployment and
labour Torce report. 1 cannot obtain a complete
copy of that report; 1 have only sections of it. As |
understand it, the report is not used by the
Government, bul it conlains a number of very
important statements as follows—

(a) Youth employment has been adversely
affccted by the increase since the 19705
in youth wages relative 1o adult wages,

(b) Young pcople have not bencfited from
the cnormous growth in public scctor
employment.

(¢) Trade union work restrictions may have
an adverse elfect on youth employment
in some industrics.

That is not my recporl: i1 is a very importanl
authenticated report. The next quote is as fol-

lows—
(d) Industrial tribunals have not paid any
regard 10 the adverse cffects their de-
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cisions may have on youth uvnemploy-
ment.

In relation to the levels of youth or junior pay, |
quote from Nature, volume 309, of 3 May 1984,
The heading of the article is “Auvustralian tech-
nology: Jones and Hawke make hay”. Relerence is
made o a report prepared by Mr Jones—the draft
nationul technology strategy report—in which the
following appears—

Many of the recommendations in this
paper are politically sensitive, including the
proposal for a review of union attitudes 10
adult apprenticeships. The effect on training
of minimum wages for juniors and the pre-
viously sacrosanct doctrine of “comparative
wage justice” in which “equal work™ atiracts
equal pay regardless of the indusiry or its
capacity to pay.

That is a very importani statement. It makes a
strong reference w the high cost of junior labour
today. and implies that people simply cannot
afford 10 meet the costs.

When the Government gives further consider-
ation 1o the industrial relations Bill, it ought 1o
take into account the amendments put foward by
the Opposition, and the comments 1 have made
about youth employment. It should take into ac-
count the high Government cosits and the Govern-
ment imposts on smatl businesses. People are say-
ing. 1 have made enough money to retire. | will
lock the door and never employ people again™,
That is going on every day of the week. If many of
the members of this House who previously
employed people over a number of years, were (0
leave the Parliament, | doubt that they would start
a4 business again and employ many people. 1 would
not. Why should | bother? Why should 1 have all
the problems? That is a sad rellection on our
situation.

When Mr Dowding made his statement about
employmeni. he criticised the Opposition. 1t is a
pity that Government members. including the
Leader of this House and his colleagues like Hon.
Mr Piantadosi. cling 10 the old idecas and Qatly
refuse to make any changes. Mr Dowding said
that the Opposition just indulged in union bashing
at every possible opportunity. Any time anyone on
this side of the House has the temerity to say that
the system should be changed. one hears screams
from heaven saying “You arc atlacking the
unions. You ire union bashing™. That is not the
casc. We have a right 10 criticise—in fact. we have
a responsibitity 1o criticise if a system costs jobs
and forces thousands of people out of work.
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Hon. Kay Hallahan: 1 like the analogy of the
screams from heaven. | suppose you are pulling us
with the deities.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: | hope anc day | shall
be up there, looking down at Hon. Kay Hallahan
stoking the fires!

Several members interjected.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Wec are not continually
union bashing. We are simply saying that the
system must be changed.

Hon. Garry Kelly: You are making a very good
impression of union bashing.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: We could say that
members of the Government are employer bashing
or builder bashing, but we do not use those cx-
pressions. We are too gentle 10 make those sorts of
statements. We do not think that is the way to
improve the situation; we do not agree with
bashing. Members opposite should be ashamed of
themselves (or using those tactics.

Only last week. | atiended a mecting in Perth to
hear a talk by a very scnior officer from a depart-
ment in Malaysia. He was encouraging people to
invest in Malaysia, and he explained what went
on. He said, “We will help you. Come 10 us and
we will encourage you. We will guarantee you a
good reliable work Torce™. People are going o
Malaysia in droves. and some of them are from
Australia, :

Hon. Tom Sicphens: Where are the people go-
ing in droves?

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: To Malaysia. They are
not coming to Australia. They are pgoing to
Malaysia from all parts of the world, simply be-
cause of the attitude of the Malaysian Govern-
menl, and its encouragement of people 10 go to
that  country. That applics particularly to
businesses, because the Governmenl guarantces
good employment arrangements, exemptions, and
the like.

Hon. Tom Stephens: It seems to me that
Malaysian moncy is coming here. The Malaysians
seen Lo be happy with our investinent policies.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: That is untrue. [ am
glad the honourable member is back: { hardly
recognised him! | suggest to the honowrable mem-
ber and his friends that we should realise how
much we are falling down. We must have a change
in attitude and a change in our sysiem.

Hon. Garry Kelly: By lowering wages and con-
ditions!

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: Thal sort of statement
is so pathetic, so stupid, so ridiculous! T suggest
that the member should go out into the workplace
and 1alk 1o the young people who are suffering and
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who have no jubs, instcad of being sa insensitive or
thick-headed as not to be uble to move from a
system which is corrupt and vutdated.

Our present system is out of date. In supporting
that system. Government members are encourag-
ing a decadent. repressive. coercive, and corrupl
industrial relations system,

Scveral membery interjected,

Hon, G, 15 MASTERS: By their total commii-
ment 1o this system and their Mat refusal 10 accep
any changes, they condemn the most imporiant
group in our community 1o everlasting unemploy-
ment.

The sort of stutement made by Mr Dowding is
not the sort of statement which should be madce by
a Minister. I simply demaonstrates his absolute
commitment to this outdated, corrupt industrial
relations system,

Hon. Tom Stephens: What will you do?
Hon. G. E. MASTERS: | have told Mr

Stephens whit |will do. and when the Bill comes
back. | will tell him again.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Apart from the un-
ruly and rude interjections, there are far 100 many
audible conversations. | am finding it difficult to
determine 1o which of them to listen.

Hon. G. 15, MASTERS: The Government has
undertaken a magnificent con job. which was well-
planned und well-constructed. Insicad of being
very careful about Government charges and taxes,
the Government is laking more money from Lhe
community. and purticularly from the business
scelor.

There are small payroll tax and FID con-
cessions, which are commendable, but which are
nowhere neur sufficient 10 encourage employment,
especially of voung people. und 10 help overcomce
the problems that need to be overcome in our
community.

Unless we are prepared 1o change our system,
our mcthods, and our attitudes, we will be a sec-
ond-rate nation in the area of the world in which
we live: other nations will overtake us at a very
fast rate. If Government members have any doubt
ubout that they should sce what is happening in
Malaysia and perhaps take o few lessons from that
country. Perhaps then we will go forward rather
than standing stiil, or perhaps cven moving buck-
wards.

HON. ROBERT HETHERINGTON (South-
East Mctropolitan) [8.01 pm.}: | am cmpted 10
comment on some of the remarks just made by the
Leader of the Opposition. but | will not do thas
and instead will tuke this opportunity o correct an
impression that swas given in the Press this morn-
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ing about something | szid when talking 10 the
Equal Opportunity Bill, | suppose it shows that
one should never reply 10 an interjection in the
middlc of & debate.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: We will accept your apology
and so will the vice-chancellors.

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: Some-
times one mighl not choose one’s words precisely
and then the Press, by using slightly different
words, finishes up with headlines different from
what one thought one said and what one meant Lo
say. In the centre of this morning’s edition of The
West Australian the following can be found

MLC blasts university heads over bias on
cumpus
The heads of the University of WA and
Murdoch University were “‘biused, discrimi-
natory and back in the dark ages™ . ..
I have been contacted by the vice-chuncellors
Several members interjecied.
The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: | would
have thought that when a member wus Lrying Lo
correct somcthing like this he would not be
subjected 1o that sort of raucous nonscnse from
the other side of the House. | have learnt not o
expect much beter from Mr Wordsworth.

I have been contacted by the two vice-chancel-
lors and 1 assured them both that in neither case
was | referring 10 them individually or at all.
What | said last night was---

The people at present running universilics
in this State are discriminntory. biased, and
way back in the dark ages in many ways.

I was referring to the collectivily of the people
who run the universitics, because universilies are
not run by any onc person. Certainly last aight |
had no evidence at all of the attitude of cither
vice-chancellor towards women and discriminition
against women. | am a litle better informed now
becuuse | have spoken with both of them.

Professor Willson beligves that his attitudes are
not those the Press article said | artribuied o him.

Professor Street has informed me that he has
quite positive attitudes. not unlike my own, about
the need 1o cncourage the employment ol wamen
in universities. | was pleased by that and he gave
me ample evidence o support his statement. so |
was very glad to accept his assurances that this
was his attitude.

I make it clear that | was not referring 10 cither
Proflessor Willson or Professor Strect when [ made
my remarks last night.
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The attitudes of many of the people on many off
the councils of universitics—1 do not mean the
university semates: that is something on which |
would not comment at this suige—have biascd
attitudes and ideas which tend in some ways to be
back in the dark ages.

I hope the Press might be prepuared to point out
that | did not mean 1o cast aspersions on cither
vice-chuneellor, because had [ meant to do so |
would have been guite specific. In ihis case | have
no cvidence 1o suggest that the antitudes of cither
of those august gentlemen are anything bw
reasonable.

The PRESIDENT: Order! | have alrcady
indicated to honourable members that there is far
oo much audible conversation. | expect them 1o
cease careving on in that way.

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: As | am
speaking about wniversities | will take this oppor-
tumity 1o indicate that we have some real problems
with our universitics, They are facing a crisis in
funding and a similar crisis with students. As the
student populations tend o fall because funding is
not suilicicnt 10 keep up the student population,
and as students vary Trom faculty o laculty, we
sometimes find that stalT become redundant, This
means that universitics must take a close look at
their role in the modern world. | will not pursue
this matter at present, but it is something that has
givcn mc grcul coneern.

To go back 1o what 1 was saying carlier, some-
onc did say 10 me rather bitterly, Do you mean to
say that there is no prejudice against women at
WAIT or at the WA College of Advanced Edu-
cation? | did not mean 10 say that at all. Hon.
lan  Medeadl  asked me  specifically  about
universitics. | have no doubt that at both WAIT
and the WA College of Advanced Education, as in
the rest of the comnunity, there is plenty of preju-
dice against women and plenty of room for im-
provemcnt in attitudes,

Onc of the tendencics in our society has been
that with the growth ol science we have tried to
categorise people: in the kast 100 years or so we
have tended o cateporise people and to put the
people we find embarrassing out of sight. We like
to put them in little boxes and file them away.
Nowhere has this been more evident than with the
physically and mentalty handicapped people in our
community.

Hon. Graham Edwiards: That will change.

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: Yes. and
that is one of the arcas | want to mention becausc
it 1s onc of the very pusitive things being done by
this Government: it is somcthing that  has
interested me for some time. As members who
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have cared to follow my carcer would know, dur-
ing the time of the last Parliament, when the
member for Armadale (Mr Bob Pearce) wus
shadow Minister for Education. succeeding me in
that position after 1 was “demoted™ by my illustri-
ous deputy lcader here—

Hon. P. G. Pendal: He does not look repentant.
cither.

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: There is
no reason Lthat he should be. When I was shadow
Minister before Mr Pearce, and when | succeeded
him as convener of the State Exccutive of the
ALP's education committee, it was my interest
and pleasure to preside over changes 1o our plat-
form on special education. Since then [lurther
changes have come about and | have been able to
assist and watch us my colleague, Mr Pearce. has
introduced new policies which he anncunced re-
cently and which arc incorporated in this Budge.

It is announced in the Budget that provision has
been made for an extra 25 teachers and 32 weacher
aides to be employed to work with handicapped
children. This might seem little enough, but it is a
good provision.

Now, onc of the things which happened—and |
am not saying that people in the Education De-
partment or people in previous Governments are
10 be castipated or abused about this. because it
wus perecived wisdom of the limes—was that the
notion grew that it was an advance when one
institutionalised handicapped children und that
they should be categorised and segregated in
special schools. This is a change which has come
aboul under the previous Government. Now. il is
not a change which is criticised by this Govern-
ment: it is a change which was growing up among
the experts who have dealt with special education
over the past muny years,

{ becamc awarc of it when | became specially
interesied in the Education portfolio. I became
convinced that what we should do as far as poss-
ible was 1o integrate handicapped children into the
normal community. This is the policy which be-
gan, aflter the last Government. in the Health De-
partment. for pcople with problems. It was
designed Lo integrate them into society wherever
possible. It is a policy which hus now been adopled
more fully by the present Government. and the
present Minister for Education.

I hope that the nume “special school™ is about
o disappear and that we will talk about education
support centres, because that is what we need. We
nced specialists to give educational support to chil-
dren in need of that support.

The physically handicupped in some ways arc
simpler to deal with than are the intelleciually
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handicapped. In some wuys, it is expensive: they
arc cither young people or children in wheelchairs.
Proper ramps are needed in the schools. Often
buildings have 1o be changed so that children can
get around the schools better. Some have various
problems and need nursing assistance so support
services must be provided in the schools. This costs
moncy. and ratses problems.

Of course, with the intellectually handicapped
there are even greamer problems, and where these
problems have been tackled by various schools,
they have proved 10 be worthwhile. 1 went to one
school in my previous clectorate and found that
they had integrated o class of deaf children into
the school. They brought them into the school and
made them part ol it. This had been done by the
principal, against the wishes ol the parcnts. Some-
times public opinion is against one when one does
something. However, by the time | was there, the
special  class—the integrated class—was  their
pride and joy. The adults were lully supportive
and they were glad it had happened.

These people need to be inteprated for 4 number
ol rcasons. firstly for their own benelit. People
with handicups nced 10 lead as Tull a life as poss-
ible. They need 10 be able 1o join in community
activities, as far as possible. 1t has been found thit
it is possible to get intellectually handicapped chil-
dren who are capable of caiching buses and of
shopping, swimming. and deoing & whole range of
things. to the stage that in due course, when they
become adults. they ure able to live in the com-
munity and look afier themselves, not. ene might
think. us well as we do: but at least they have some
independence.

The fact that they are associatling with normal
children—for want of a better word—or non-
handicapped children—we all tend 1o have handi-
cips al various limes 50 we may say “able
bodied™, but I am not sure about “able minded”™—

Hon. Graham Edwards: You have 10 speak for
yourself there!

Hon. ROBERT HETHLERINGTON: Thal is
truc. These voung people beneflit from their associ-
ation with people who have skills and abilitics
which arc not theirs. but which they may grow
towards acyuiring.

Just as important s the fact that the able-
bodied children in the ordinary schools quite ofien
meet for the first time people who are different
from themselves. | had my first experience of in-
tellectually handicapped children in about 1978
when | went o Britain. While | was there. | went
around various special schools and met my [irst
group ol handicapped children. | say with no great
pride that I shrank from them when they wanted

[COUNCIL]

to touch me. | did not really want them to do that,
but when they did, | found it did not hurt; | found
it was all right and that they were people as | was
a person. In some of the schools | have been to
since, 1 have grown to know the children. They are
people with their own needs—

Hon. P. G. Pendal: Often they are responsive
people.

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: Often
they are highly responsive and there are all sorts
of friendliness which a lot of people do not find out
aboul. because they do not wanl 10 go near them
because they are strange, dilferent, or not like
other people.

I have a holistic view of socicty. | belicve we
should integraic our socicty us Tar as possible. We
should all in somc sense be our brother’s keeper.
We should all put up with cach other. It is import-
ant that we all do his, because many times our
fears arc fears of people we have nol met. They
are often fears of people who in some way arc
different from us. Somctimes they are fear of
people which come oul in some racial argu-
ments—fears of people whase skin colour or cye
shapes arc different from ours. Somctimes it is
fear of peaple who speak a different language and
we cannot understand them. and because we can-
not enderstand them and they cannot understand
us, we Llend to think they are stupid. We have all
kinds of fears which quite often melt when we do
grasp the nettle and meel people who are different
from us.

I was guitc intercsted Lo meet a4 young womin
oncc—this may interest Mr Masters—who had
travelled a great deal and who came across a lot of
whar( labourers who were strong unionists. | asked
her, “*What do you think ol them?” because she
was middle class and previously had not met such
people. She said. “Beaut peopie. 1 like them. |
have met them and they have always been friendly
and good to me”. She had a fecling oniy of
warmth and friendliness lor the people whao
worked on the wharves.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: It was probubly Mr Dans’
wife 1o whom you were talking.

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: No, il
was nol Mr Dans' wile: it was somebody quite
different. and someone who was quile young, com-
paratively speaking.

The Education Department has begun this pro-
cess of integration. Mr Gayfer will be pleased 1o
know this. and it should not surprise us, that it has
proven casicst 10 begin this process of integration
in smaller country 10wns. This is because peoplein
smaller country towns have a fecling of com-
munity when dealing with cach other. They are
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prepired 10 tolerate cach other and to understand
cach other’s problems.

| an not suggesting that this is an innate part of
a country person: | am suggesting that it derives
from the kind of community onc flinds in country
towns where people need to rely on cach other and
to have this feeling of belonging to a community.
The lack of this {eeling is onc of the great losses in
big cities. | do not think some people from rural
arcas always realise the effect of the loss of that
sense of community in large developing citics and
the problems this brings to people. However, | do
not want o go into that aspect at present.

What is happening is that some profoundly re-
tarded children who were institutionalised, have
now becen put into special schools. and some of the
less profoundly retarded children will move into
special classes. People will be put where they need
to be and will be given the support they need.

In duc course, when we have o properly working
education sysiem—il we ever gel one, because it is
very expensive and difficult to achicve—we will
have a system which recognises that cvery child
has special needs. and under which those neceds
will be looked after 1o some extent. and enable
cach child to have his or her own programme.
That is a long way ahead. and we must work
towards it sicp by siep.

| am quite overjoved about, and | pay full credit
unreservedly and wholeheariedly 1o my collcague,
the Minister for Education (Mr Pearce) for his
success in beginning the development of this pol-
icy. | thought we would not be able to set it in
place for many years. | hoped we might be able 1o
work towards it in the next Parliament, bul we are
moving into it in this Parliament. Whatever Mr
Masters might say about the Government's
deficiencies, | assure him that in onc area, this
Government is doing something entirely laudable
in my opinion, and it gives me a great deal of joy.

I mentioned lasi night, and ) repeat, that we are
worrted about the whole problem of the disabled. |
do not want 1o go into this too flar because my
fricnd and colleague Hon. Graham Edwards can
speak for himsell and he is chaiting a commitice
1o look into these problems. | think that in onc
way. we are lucky 1o have in the Parliament a
person with a disability who can make us aware—

Hon. Griaham Edwards: What do you mean in
one way? In many ways!

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: 1 admit
the honourable gentleman is cntircly a joy. but |
wauld rather he were not disabled. As heis, he can
bring home to us some of the things we tuke too
lightly and oo much for granted. He is prepared
to spcak his mind and that is a good thing.
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We all have biases and prejudices and ingrained
belicfs with which we have grown up. whether
they be in reference to women or any kind of
person wha is dilferent (rom us, and we need 1o do
something about it. This was one of the aspects
which worricd me some years ago in relation to
the Tresillian business when people of goodwill
took handicapped children from a rather cruddy,
but nice home with a homely amimosphere in
Nedlands and put them in a sitwation which g
Minister described as having something of the
same quality as a firsi-class motel. Who wants o
live in a [lirst-class motel? This was onc of the
problems. We must net put people in first-class
maolels, but in homes, We must integrate people in
the community and develop a sense of community
in our socicty. This is something we are beginning
to do and it is onc of the aspeats 1 find laudable in
postwar Perth—we are beginning to develop in our
local government authoritics a scensc of responsi-
bility for more than rates and rubbish. They are
beginning o develop u sense ol responsibility
towards people, and they arc in one sense, and a
good scnse, beginning 1o become the cemires of
local communitics. That is highly desirable.

We need to develop new services in a4 whole
range ol arcas beeause in many ways we make life
difTicult for pcople us the greal dormilory suburbs
spread oul. People develop needs which perhaps
they did not have in simpler, smaller, more com-
pacl communitics where they had a feeling of be-
longing and where there were people who would
look alter them.

One of the things which happens in a place like
Western Australia and of which 1 am awarc be-
cause | am a migrant from tother side—from
South Australin—is that the children lose their
families when they come here. This happened to
my children. They had no grandparents and were
without uncles and aunts, and 1 think this was a
grave loss 10 them. The kinds of things which
familics do for cach other, such as the way they
rally immediately in times of trouble, must be
provided in another way in a socicty which has o
highly mobile population which has lost its im-
mediate kith and kin. This is building up o de-
ficicncy. So-calted progress is nol always necess-
arily a good thing. Sometimes we have to replace
things which gei lost along the wayside.

For this rcason, | am also tremendously pleased
to sec provision in the community welfare section
of the Budget lor 17 more child care centres. | am
nol claiming that these centres are cnoegh or that
they will meet all the needs of the communily, but
they will go some way towards mecting Lhose

needs.
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Hon. P. ;. Pendal: To the grea cost of Ngal-a
Mothereraft Home. unforwnately. despite the as-
surance of Mres Mallahan.

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: The
member has pul that twice across the Chamber. It
is something 1 do not know very much about, but )
will speak to him later.

Hon. Kay Hallvhan: He does not want to speak,
because | made that offer to him last night.

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: Whether
or not he wants o speak to me. | will speak 1o him,
I he will notspeak w me. 1 will speak 10 someone
clse.

Hon. Kay Hallihan interjected.

Hon. ROBERT HETHERENGTON: 1 will still
seck the information. There may be perfectly good
reasons. | have come across a case, which | will
not name, where a perfectly deserving body lost
funds it is not  Ngal-a, but somewhere
clse  according 1o the policies which arc good
policies, but | think a small anomaly has creptin. |
am not sure | can do anything about i1, but these
things happen. We will probably find that some
voluntary bodies which deal with disabled people
will get less funds because the deparument is doing
more posilive things and spending the money in
another way. These are matters we must look al as
they develop.

We need to provide u runge of services and it is
no good our being, us many people are at times,
moralistic about parents who go to work and who
neglect their children. | hear this story quite ofien.
If some parents did not go 10 work, they would
beut their children because they would be frus-
trated.

Mention has been made of increased ulcers
amonyg working women. We should also mention
the increase In neurgses among  non-working
women. This is one of the things that has been
happening in our urban socicly for various
reasons. We therefore need Lo look at the provision
of greater services and support. There are about
5000 children in the metropolitan arca whose
parents go to work and leave them at home. They
are predominantly working-class parents who ur-
genily need the money. They do not go o work
just to improve their lifestyle. They work to get
thc necessities. and they leave their children
locked up al home,

It is no use our saying. “This is not a worry of
the State and these people should stay at home: it
is terrible that women go o0 work™ IF 1hat is
happening. we must do something about the chil-
dren. We cannot loree parents who do not want Lo
do something about their childrep or who are not
capable of lovking afier their children to do so.

[COUNCIL)

We must provide alternatives. In a complex urban
society, we have complex urban problems and we
must provide individual services which were not
necessary in simpler communities. Soeme of the
services may have been necessary, of course, in
simpler communities, but we did not recognisce the
neced.

| want to pay credit 10 the Government. 1 be-
licve that, in the restructuring of the Department
for Community Welfare and matters relating 1o
COMmMuUNIly services, we may sec improvements in
our community services. | suppose that we will
also sec mistakes being made as we develop the
policies. Perhaps some money will be wasted as a
result of mistakes, and. no doubi, Hon. Gordon
Masters will get up and complain about that. No
doubt, we will also see improvements in this area
under a very concerned and caring Minister in
Hon. Kcith Wilson who, | think, is doing an excel-
lent job, bearing in mind the enormous workload
which he has with his partfolios.

| want to record my pleasure that we are doing
some good and uscful things. and things which |
regard as being highly important. We are moving
away from the idca of categorisation and segre-
gation back 10 the idea of integration.

I was at a primary school in my electorate the
other day und some elderly women from a home
came in. and children read to them. They spoke Lo
the children about life as it used 10 be. That is
good lor the clderly and it is good for the children
because children really need 1o associate with
older people whao live outside their immediate fam-
ily. I think an important thing about grandparents
is Lthat they tend to back up their grandchildren
against the parents and make allies of their grand-
children. They can give ciach other support and the
kind of advice that, perhaps, parents cannot give
because | do not think that parcnis  are
omnipatent. [ do not think that they are all-know-
ing cither!

I was a little sad o hear Hon. Gordon Masters

talk aboutl how he could solve the unemployment
problem.

Hon. G. E. Maslters: | did not say that | would
solve ity ['said | would go part of the way.

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: | will not
cnter into thal argument with the member because
I have already said it before. However. [ am
pleased o hear that the Opposition benches are
warrying aboul unemployment. | remember that,
in 1977, in one of my carlicr speeches, | expressed
concern asbout unemployment. I have waiched un-
cmplayment figures grow and grow. Somchow we
must try to cut those figures back. 1 will not be

" simple because. if we are wisc. we must do two
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things  simulanecously. As  we  develop  new
technologics, we will obtain more capital cquip-
ment which will do the work of many people. One,
therefure, camnot but cut down on the work force.
This is happening in our socicty. It will continug 10
happen although we are creating new jobs in order
that the new 1echnology might be built. At the
sume time, we must face the fact—this is some-
thing we¢ must bear in mind—that halfl the popu-
lation is not now under 33 years of age. The popu-
Lation is apeing as the birthrate drops. That might
be just as well. in due course. because we will have
a top-heavy section of the population which will
have 1o be supported by a minority of the popu-
lation using new echnology.

That may mean that we can keep our retired
people happy and get back 10 full employment in
duc course. | wish we could find a4 means of get-
ting back 1o it now,

I have no doubt that, if it were possible to stage
a conventional war—ofl course it is very difficult
with nuclear weapons—we could achicve full ein-
plovment again, However, | think that method is
now beyond us.

Hon. Tom Siephens: The Americans, with their
build-up of arms, arc boosiing their cconomy.

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: Yes, that
is truc.

Hon. V. 1. Ferry: What about the other side?
Whalt are the Russians doing?
Hon. D. K. Dans: Their economy is very bad.

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: All that
was said is that America’s build-up of arms is
boosting its cconomy. | wish we could lind a way,
in our kind of society. 10 boost our ecconomy. After
all, we look to the Amertcan society because it is
the most advanced capitalist socicty in the world.
Qurs. o, is o capitalist socicty. We could solve
our problems with a revolution. However. 1 do not
think anybody on 1his side of the House is
suggesting that.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: Not while you are in
Government. anyway.

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: We did
not suggesl it while we were in Opposition. cither.

I know that, within the capitalist framework, we
mighi be able to have a democratic socialist modi-
fication of that society. In o democracy. when we
achieve one in this State. we must go with the
populace. We cannot allow ourselves 1o get too far
ahcad of them.

Hon.
clecied?

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: The
gentleman asked how | was elected.

Tom MeNeil: How come you were
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Hon. G. E. Masters: How are you petting on?
Arc you having a linc 1ime over there?

Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: Yes, |
am. I was irying to pick up the interjection.

There is a quaint view held by some pecople, and
I am surc the Leader of the Opposition will agree,
that if someonc is elected 10 govern a country. that
country is a democracy. | have pointed out that
there was one kind of clection in Nazi Germany
and one kind of election in Stalin’s Russia: they
were not democracies. We have a system of clee-
tions in this House, yet this Housc is not demo-
cratic in  the way that | would define
“democracy™. | know that, whalever other mem-
bers might think. the Leader of the Oppositian
will not want them 1o define “*democracy™ because
it will take about three lecturcs to define it and we
do not have that time tonight. 1 will spare him
that.

It gives mc great pleasure 1o support the
Budget. It gives me pleasurc also 10 pay tribute—a
grealer tribute than 1 thought | would puy at onc
stage—to the Premicr of this State who, | think, is
a highly responsible and very capable person. We'
arg slepping down a very quict, sure road in a
quict. modest. and modificd way. | think he is
leading this Government very surely. | feel confi-
dent that we will stay in Government a long time
whilc we have Hon. Brian Burke leading us, be-
ciause he is one of those interesting politicians who
can lace the fuct that he does not know everything.
and he is not unduly arrogant, He is prepared Lo
seck advice. Sceking advice seems o be something
which the Leader of the Opposition secemed 10
think carlier. is nol 2 good thing. | probably know
the advisers about whom the Leader of the Oppo-
sition was lalking carticr somewhat better than he
docs. | found them on the whole to be very usclul,
excellent. and sensible people. In other words, |
think that the introduction ol advisers has proved
10 be very useful, | belicve that it has been one of
those things which had 10 come sooner or later. |
am sure that, il the Leader of the Opposition gets
back inte Government before he retires from this
House. he will find it uscful 10 have advisers on his
staff.

Hon. G. E. Masiers: | said it was uscful to have
a limited number. | did nol talk about an army.

Hon. ROBERT HMETHERINGTON: 1L is
hardly an army. | think some of the people who
have been appointed as advisers have proved 1o be
very uselul. Many of the people walking around
this Parliament when Parliament is in session are
not advisers: they arc public servants. They are
good and capabte pecople in whom | have cvery
confidence. One of the great joys | have found
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since | was clected to this Parliament. is that so
many public servants in high places used 10 be my
students.

I'think the State is in good hands. | commend
the Government for its Budget and | support the
motion.

Debate adjourned. on motion by Hon. V. J.
Ferry.

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage,

BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Bal Amendment Bill.
Bill returned from the Assembly with an
amendmenti.
Acts Amendment (Insolvent Estates) Bill,
Bill returned from the Assembly without
amendmeny,

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY BILL

In Committce

Resumed from 23 October. The Chairman of
Committces (Hon. D. J. Wordsworth) in the
Chair: Hon. J. M. Berinson (Auorncy General) in
charge of the Bill.

Postponed clause 14: Partnerships—

]

Progress was reported afler the clause had been
partly considered.

Hon. J. M. BERINSON: | move the following
amendments

Page 14, line 7—Insert after the words
“unlawful for” the passage 6 or morc per-
sons being”.

Page 14, line 17 Insert after the word
“partnership” the passage “consisting of 6 or
more partners’,

Page 14, line 26 Insert aflter the word
“partnership™ the passage “consisting of 6 or
maore partners’,

The Committee will recall that last evening, afier
substantial discussion on this clause. | undertook
1o obtain directions on an amendment 10 this and
assoctated provisions, an amendment which would
have the effect of limiting the application of the
Bill so fur as partnerships were concerned 10 part-
nerships with six or more partners. This was
imtended 10 bring the provisions into line with the
provisions of the Commonwcalth sex discrimi-
nation legislation.

The amendment 10 this clause and the other
amendments  which  have  previously  been
circuluted to clauses 40 and 57 are all designed to
achicve that single purpose, and | nced cxplain
nothing further aboul them.

[COUNCIL]

1 take the opportunity to Corrcct an error on my
part. an error which emerged during the course of
yesterday's debate. | said then that the Victorian
legislation did not in any way limil the sort of
parinership to which the comparable Victorian
legislation applied. That was wrong and | have
since been informed that the Victorian Bill is in
fict restricted to partncrships of three or more
members.

Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: [ thoroughly upprove of
these amendments and 1 commend the Govern-
ment for moving them. The amendments achicve
part of the object which 1 espoused last night: the
object really is that small partnerships, relying as
they do on the very close association and the
nceessary trust and conflidence which members of
small partnerships must have in one another,
should not be subjecied 10 the full foree of the
Equal Opportunity Bill.

I noted the Attorney’s comiments about the
Vicrorian Bill. I was not aware of that position,
although 1 was aware that, in some of the other
States and particularly in the Commonwealth,
small partnerships have been excluded.

These amendmemis will be beneficial in the
sensce that most partnerships will now be exempied
from the requirements of the Act, as indeed will
the smaller businesses and professional partner-
ships which find it is more difficult in some re-
spects to comply with strict requirements. 1n the
circumstances, 1 certainly support the amend-
ments.

Amendments put and passed.
Postponed clause, as amended, put and passed.
Postponed clause 40: Partnerships—

Hon. J. M. BERINSON: I move the following
amendments—

Page 34, line |- - Insert aflter the words
“unlawful for” the passage 6 or more per-
sons being™.

Page 34, linc 1} - lnsert afier the word
“partnership” the passage “‘consisting of 6 or
more partners’,

Page 34, line 19- - Insert after the word
“parinership™ the passage “*consisting of 6 or
more partners”.

Amendments put and passed.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Postponed clause 57; Partnerships—

Hon. J. M. BERINSON: | move the following
amendments

Page 46. linc 10- Insert afier the words
“unlawful for™ the passage "6 or morc per-
sons being™.
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Page 46, line 20—Insert after the word
“parinership” the passage “consisting of 6 or
more partners’,

Page 46, line 29—Insert after the word
“partnership” the pussage “consisting of 6 or
more partners’.

Hon. TOM KNIGHT: I raiscd these points, and
1 spoke on them rather strongly last nipht. 1 take
the information given by the Atorncy General
and by my colleague. the Hon. I. G, Medcall as
being a step in the right direction. | am not totally
happy wiih the situation because it means that
tegislution is being imposed on business people in
regard to how they will run their businesses and
with whom they will enter into business arrange-
ments. However, il | remember correcdy. the Al-
torney General said last night that if we do not
accept the proposals that he intended 1o look at
and which ar¢ now before us tonight, we would
have to operate under the Federal legislation
which would cover this particular peint. On that
aspeet. if that is the case, 1 have no other alterna-
tive but Lo go along with what he said. 1 would just
like clarification on a point, I we do not support
the amendments as put before us this evening.
would we then be subject to the Federal legislation
which apparently is the same as the amendments
pul before us tonight? Is that correct?

Hon. ). M. BERINSON: | did attempt to
clarify thus position yesterday. The position is that
if the amendmenis o clause 14 had not been car-
ricd by this Chamber. the same area would be
covered by the Commonwealth sex discrimination
legislation. However, we are now dealing with
clause 37. | indicated yesterday that that is a
different arca and one which is not covered by the
Commonwcalth legislation, The reason for making
similar amendments 1o clauses 40 and 57—

Hon. Tom Knight: To tic it in with clause 147

Hon. J. M. BERINSON: —is 10 kecp our own
State Bill consistent internally,

Amendments put and passed.

Clause. as amended, put and passed.

Title put and passed.

Bill reported with amendments.

RESTRAINT OF DEBTORS BILL
Assembly’'s Amendments

Amendments made by the Assembly now con-
sidered.

tn Commritice
The Chairman of Commitices (Hon. D, J.
Wordsworth) in the Chair; Hon. I. M, Berinson
{(Attorney General) in charge of the Bill.
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The CHAIRMAN: The amendments made by
the Legislative Assembly arc as follows—

Clause 12.

Page 9, lines 22 and 23—Declete the words
“bring the debtor™ and substitute the
words—"cause the debtor o be brought™.

Clause 25.

Page 18, lines 2 1o 6—Delete ¢lause 25 and
substitute the following cluuse—

25, A member of the Police Force or
other person on whom a power is con-
ferred or duty is imposed under this Act
is not personally liable in civil proceed-
ings. and the Crown is not liable, for any
act done or default made by him in good
faith for the purpose, or purportedly for
the purpose. of carrying this Aci into
cifect.

I will handlc this as a global amendment.
Hon. J. M. BERINSON: I move—

That the amendments made by the As-
sembly be agreed to.

The proposed amendment to clause 12 is 1o pre-
vent a difficully in administration which has come
to notice since the Bill was before the Chamber.
Leaving out irrelevant arcas, 1 point out that
clause |2 provides in part that—

The officer in charge of a police swation 1o
which a debtor is brought in accordance with
Scction 11(2)(c) shall—

(b) except where he reteases the debtor
from custody under Scction 13(a) or
{b), bring thc debtor before the
court specilied for that purpose . ..

It has been pointed out that this could require the
particular officer in charge to personally bring
that person before the court, and that could be a
malter of great inconvenicnce from an adminis-
trative point of view. It is proposed lo overcomce
that by replacing the requirement that the particu-
lar officer should bring the debtor before the court
with a requirement that that officer should cause
the debtor Lo be brought before Lhe court.

It will bc obvious (o members that this will
allow that procedure to be implemented by cither
the offlicer in charge or by any other oflicer.

The proposed amendment to clause 25 arises
from the lact that a further reading of this
proposed scction indicates Lhat the protection
provided Lo members of the Police Force in the
cxccution of their duties under the Act relates only
to part of their activities und could leave them at
risk in ather respects. In keeping with the general
approach of the Police Act and others. it is now
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proposed that a policeman acting bona fide in the
exercise of his authority and dutics under the Act
should be protected in all respects from civil liab-
ility.

Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: The Opposition has no
objection 1o these amendmenis which have been
inserted in the Legistutive Assembly. They protect
the police and are sensible amendments where the
police are carrying out their duties in a proper
manner.

Having been deprived of the opportunity ol be-
ing present when this Bill was considered by the
Chamber, | would like to draw attention to the
fact thut the Bill substantialiy follows the design
of legislation which was preparcd by the last
Government. | authorised a Cabinel minutc in the
middle of 1982 for 1he preparation of this Bill
following the report of the Law Reform Com-
mission. in order to carry out that report. Parlia-
mentary Counsel was instructed (o prepare the
Bill. ! have reason to believe the Bill was
substantially prepared at about the time we wenlt
out of office.

1t has been slightly changed by the present
Government in that it has added, very sensibly |
belicve. a part of the Bill which deals with the
freezing of assets of peopie who may be going
overscas. This is an interesting arca of the law and
I think it is proper that it should be included in the
B

The amcadments are entirely in line with our
other intentions in relation 1o the legislation, and
we support the proposal.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s amend-
ments agreed 1o,

Report

Resolution reported, the report adopted. and a
message accordingly returned to the Assembly.

DENTAL PROSTHETISTS BILL
Svcond Reading
Debate resumed from 23 Sepiember.,

HON. P. 1. WELLS (Norith Mctropolitin)
{9.16 p.m.}: tn speaking (o this Bill, | remind
members that it is an importan piece of legis-
lation. 1t is important because it is reliated to den-
tal health. and as such | believe it demands our
attention. | say than it is important. but I do not
wiant members 1o think that | agree with all that is
in the Bill. When we are dealing with health mat-
ters, whether denta) or medical. we must make
thant little extra elfory 10 ensure we get good legis-
lation. If we produce bad legislation in the health
area, the community is drastically affecied. 1t is

[COUNCIL]

very important that we ook at this Bill as a health
Bill.

There is o prablem with the legisiation becausc
in some ways it ignores i very important area: that
is, the provision of adegquate saleguards for the
proper health of thosc it purports 1o support. Dur-
ing my study of this Bill in recent days. 1 came
across o reporl put oul by a council of State
Governments in Lexington. Kentucky. The report
was hcaded “State Regulaory Policics. Denlistry
and the Health Profession™, In chapter 3. it
discusses a suggested dental practices Act. The
task force went on to produce a model demal Bill
covering all lacews of dental services.

It drew attention Lo a very important problem
which exists when onc is considering a Bill such as
that before the House. 1t recognises that o prac-
titioner in the frec enterprise system provides a
service and that a dilemma exists between the
needs of the practice of health and those of the
individuals being scrved. The report gocs on o
say-—

Restrictions on a [ree economy can bar
practitioners from carning a livelihood, create
an artificial scarcity of services, and dilute
healthy competition.

On the other hand. the report says—

... the unregulated practice of the health
professions can endanger the public’s health
and safcty.

In trying o analyse a Bill such as this. the Govern-
ment was fuced with the dilemma of allowing
these arcas 10 go free and unfettered and it was
also faced with the danger that may be caused 10
health. There will be o danger to healthy compe-
tition if regulations are enforced. and on the other
hand, there will be danger to public health and
safety il they are not enfurced.

Hon. Garry Kclly: What about the other States
which have this legislation? How did they get on?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: That is what one would
call an intelligent interjectiont The member has
obviously not listencd to what | have said. Firsly,
I am laying down the premisc for consideration of
a Bill such as this. The member obviously docs not
wanl me to support it because he s already
confronting me about it.

The wsk force to which 1 have referred rep-
resents 30 States. They came up with a premise
for the commiuee to work on and it is worth
listening 10 it, and giving it some consideration.

Hon. Garry Kelly: Did you say 50 States?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: Yes. | did say 50 States
because | am referring 1o a repert from Kentucky
which is a State of the United States of America.
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Hon. D. K. Dans: 11is o backward State.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: The report states that as a
working premise, it was decided that suggested
legistation an the licensing of dental pructitioners
should contain only provisions which bear a direct
and substantial relution w the protection of public
health and safety. It may well be that although it
wits very duict in the House, some members did
not hear that premise. However. it is an important
premise and it is one which was applauded and
used 1o form a model Bill which was presented o a
number of Stites.

Often therc is an argument that we should have
a model in approaching arcas of heulth, The prin-
ciples adopted by the task force are very good and
they shouid be cansidered in the review of this
legislation,

Hon. Garry Kelly: Do vou say that this Bill does
not do that?

Han. P. H. WELLS: | would like o challenge
members in this Chamber, in terms of the review
of this picee of legislation, that they consider the
high ideals which the sk force, to which 1 have
referred. had in mind in order 10 provide Tor the
area of safety and public health.

To make certain that members may not go ofl
on another tangent by interjecting like Hon. Garry
Kelly did. 1indicate that | will not be opposing the
principle of allowing deatal technicians to undee-
take dental work vn the public if they have ad-
eyuale qualifications and that the public are ad-
cqualtely protecied in terms of safety and healih.

1 am guite happy to debate various matiers with
members il they care w imerject when | bring
forward the poinis which | believe ate important.

In arcas where we are dealing with the safely
and health of the public, we have a great responsi-
bility. | would like members 1o rise a little bit over
their personal prejudices tonight and Lo give fuir
consideration to the Bill which is before the
House.

Before | leave the Kentucky report. 1 would like
10 gquole lrom scclions 404 and 405 on page 23 of
the report where it refers to the premise concern-
ing dental auxiliarics, technicians, or prosthetists.
h reads as follows—

Sces. 404 and 4035. These scetions represent
the task force’s approach to the troublesome
issuc of denturism —

This word often comes up in literature on dental
technicians. The report indicates that it is a
troublesome area,

Hon. Garry Kelly: For the dentist.
Hon. P. H. WELLS: | expect that we will hear
a speech from Hon. Garry Kelly at some later

190}
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stage. or has he not read the Bill or denc any
research?

Hen. Tom Siephens: He does a lot of work on
Bills.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: The repert continues—

It is cssentially a compromise, bul
compromisc arrived at by stricl adherence 1o
the sell-imposed criteria of measuring any
regulatory decision against a public health
nced.

The report went on 10 explain the role of the
dental technician, flirstly in terms of his mechan-
icul ability, and that is (he arca we are talking
about in this Bill; that is, the exiended area of
dealing with the public.

Members will recopnise that there are two
areas. One refers 10 dentists being involved and
the other refers to the harm which may be caused
ta the patient. The report reads as follows—

A patient whose denture does not properly
fit will have discomfort at the very least or
health problems at worst. The dentist may fit
the appliance or fitting may be done by the
dentad prosthetic auxiliary, but only under the
direct supervision of the dentist. Dircet super-
vision requires that the dentist check and ap-
prove the work performed by an auxiliary
before the paticat is dismissed. This is con-
sistent with the responsibility for overall
paticnt carc assigned to a dentist .,

That is how onc group viewed the sitvation and
deult with this imporiant area.

Onc matter which concerns me is that despite
the lact that we not only have the Kentucky Coun-
cil of State Governments cxample. but aiso other
cxamples throughout the world—and this research
would have been available in regard to this
Bill—none of them appear to have been con-
sidered. Sadly. in this Bill, no protection has been
given or consideration made in terms of public
health. The Bill provides for o dental technician
who has been operating for the past five years Lo
be registercd and allows him (o carry out work on
palients in regard 10 both partial and full den-
tures. That is not what is suggesied by thosc
people who have considered similar Bills in other
parts of the world.

Hon. Garry Kelly: the other

States?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: If wc are not to lose the
premisc of the provisions of the Bill which are
reluted to public health. | belicve that various scc-
tions of it should be amended 1o ensure that only
qualified people can practice. This would mean

What about
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that 1he grandfather clause would have 10 be de-
leted.

Certain provisions ol the Bill would nced 1o be
amended in order that we might recognise that
there is a danger of having unqualificd people
fitting partial dentures, There is good reason to
suggest that consideration should be made in the
Bill to allow prosthetists to fit only full dentures.
Furthermore, 1 beiieve we should give consider-
ation 1o ensuring that people who work in the arca
of dental hecalth are adequately and properly
qualified. Therefore, they should be qualified, and
the board has the major responsibility in that area.

I want to discuss these arcas to some extent
during the Commiutce stage. However, before
reaching that stage we shoutd look at some of the
arguments of others in connection with them.

With further reference 1o the Kenwucky report,
| point out another statement made about the way
in which people in that State dealt with this prob-
lem. On page 25 ol the document, it states that—

During the 1977 and 1978 state legislative
sessions, roughly one halll the states rejected
legislation that would have provided for the
independent (unsupervised) practice
denturism.

1 am not proposing that the premises in some of
the examples should be followed. but it demon-
strates that in the United States one-half of the
States would have defcated this Bill.

However, | have indicated that | am willing to
support the registration of responsible dental tech-
nicians who are qualified 10 operate in the arca of
dental health, Once of the sad parts about this Bill
is that it docs nothing for the majority of dental
technicians. In fact. it does not deal with the ma-
jority of dental technicians. It deals only with
those dental technicians wha wish to operate in the
public arca. It does not provide for registration or
standards of qualification. er ensure any protec-
tion for the public from the majority of tech-
nicians.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: Whom have you been
talking 107 Don’t talk nonsense.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: | would have thought Mr
McKenzic could demonstrate his point.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: Have you spoken Lo the
technicians” socicty? What did that do?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: | am talking about tech-
nicians who will not become prosthetists and who
wish 1o remain wechnicians. The Bill provides lor
the registration and endorsement of those who
want to move into the arca which deals with mem-
bers of the public.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: They do not have 10.

[COUNCIL]

Hon. P. H. WELLS: 1 am just defining the area
and saying that the Bill does nothing for the re-
mainder of dental technicians.

Hon. Mark Nevill: It docs not change the status
quo.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: Why not wait unmtil the
member hus linished his speech?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: It woud be interesting o
look at the situation which prevails in Victoria,
New South Wales, and Tasmania. Those Stales
first established the provisions for registration of
all dental technicians and for qualification stan-
dards. Thereafter they provided for Lechnicians Lo
progress and to operate within the public arca.
However, this Bill docs not do that. It starts at the
other end and provides for people who wish to deal
wilh the public to be able 10 do so. In this State
there are large numbers of dental 1echnicians—I
suppose something like 250 (o 300.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: There is no way of know-
ing the Ngure.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: Figures can be obtained
from the Burcau ol Statistics. Onc cannot get Lhe
cxact figure becausc any bus conductor could be-
come a dental technician. as could any parliamen-
tarian, if he acquired the skills. Anyone can call
himself a dental technician.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: In the luture, there will
be restrictions.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: In which ¢luusc?
Hon. Fred McKenzic: I will tell you.

Hon. Mark Nevill: Il anyone wants 1o deal di-
rectly with the public, there will be certain rules.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: A large number of demal
technicians do not want to become dental pros-
thetists.

Hon. Garry Kelly: Arc you saying that dental
prosthetists are different from dental technicians?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: Has the member read the
Bill? 1f he had read the Bill he would sce thereis a
difference. Before this Bill cxisted. there were no
legal prosthetists in this State. Il this Bill is
passed, it will cstablish the definition of a dental
prosthetisi, as has happened in other States, even
though they have different names. In Vicloria,
they are called advanced technicians. At the mo-
ment any person who acquires some skill can put
up his shingle and call himself a dental 1echnician.
I do not think that is a good idca and it docs
nothing for the many technicians. who do a pro-
lessional job. The Bill docs nothing in that arca.

Hon. Garry Kelly: You did nothing for nine
years.
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Hon. P. H. WELLS: The member is 1alking
about nine yeurs already. but | was hoping that
that point would come up liter in the debate when
lintended to raise il.

Hon. Tom Sicphens: Rt is o good poial. Wha
did you do for nin¢ years?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: | refer once more to the
recommendations from Kentucky: more than half
the States of America. and a large percentage of
people in the world. have recognised. when dealing
with this kind of legislation. the desirability of
leaving the responsibility lor this type of work
under the supervision of a denlist.

Hen, Fred McKenzie: Talk about Australia and
don’t worry about the rest of the world.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: | think it would be better
lo get nearer 1o home. In Victoria, the upproach
adopted was first to cstablish the registration of
denial technicians. Having donc that. Victoria
provided for an advanced qualifications board
which specified the differcnce between the two
groups. [n 1974 in New South Wales, initially
dental technicians were allowed to deal in only
limited arcas. At a later stage. after having been
regisicred lor some Lime. they were allowed to
extend into the area of dental prosthetics.

In South Austrulia. the legislation was referred
to a Sclect Commitice and passed by a Labor
Government, The Bill recognised the fact that the
dental wechnicians without gualifications could not
move into the area. Initally. it was expected that
15 people would nced to qualify under the grand-
futher clause. However, 20 people came lorward
and two courses were estublished 10 cnable them
10 qualily. Once those courses arc compleled, the
Bill will probably be promulgated. In that way,
the South Australian Government is ensuring that
people working in the arca of public dental health
arc qualificd before doing so.

A major problem in this Bill relates 1o qualifi-
cations. Under the amendments [ will put to the
Chamber. there will be no need for any dental
technician who is adequately qualified to fear that
he will not be registered. However. | cannot agree
10 a persan with na qualifications being allowed to
be registered us o dental prosthetist, unless some-
onc examines him in a proper way. The dental
technicians and the Opposition arc not far apant
on that matter. In letiers they have written and in
discussions | have had with them. they have
insisted on the inclusion of the grandfather clause
in the Bill. They have always indicated that they
do not want unqualified people 1o be regisiered as
dental prosthetists, hawever.
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Hon. Garry Kelly: Under o grandfather clause,
they would not be unqualificd; they would be ex-
perienced dental wechnicians.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: Wc are talking about
people who arc experienced.

A letter | received on 27 August contained the
following—

(1) Grandfather Clause—our understanding
is that there will be no automalic regis-
tration of any demal technician. An as-
scssment will be made on application and
a licence will only be granied to dental
technicians who ¢an prove their com-
petence and ability to the standard set by
the Commitice, und have proved their
competence to deal directly with the
public.

This is a letter from the Australian Dental Tech-
nicians Association, and it continued—

Any applicant will nced Lo have over 5

years cxpericnce in addilion to trade training.

Some people jump up and down when | say that
there is no necessity Lo require qualifications: but |
suggest | am not poles apart from the dental tech-
nicians who argue on the interpretation of ad-
cquate qualifications. Their argument is that they
want the grandfather clausc in its present form.

The amendment 1 will put 10 the Committee
cnsures that the people who are accepled and
licensed are adequately qualified.

Hon. Garry Kclly: You mean better qualifi-
cations?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: 1 did not say “better quali-
fications”. If the member had read the proposed
amendments | circulated. he would be able to in-
terject more intelligently.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. Roberl
Hetherington): You should ignore the member
and talk 1o me.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: Thank you, Mr Decputy
President. | realise you arc maore inteltigent so |
will address my remarks to you,

In relation 1o the grandlather clause, 1 number
of the health professions have spoken out, and the
list is reasonably formidable. It includes the
Australian Medical Association, the Australian
Decnial Association, the University of Western
Australia. the Demal Therapy Association of
Western Australia, the Physiotherapists Associ-
ation of Western Australia, the Pharmaceutical
Council of Australia, the Royal College of Dental
Surgeons. the visiting professor from California,
and the Council of Health Prolessionals. The
South Australian Select Committee deliberated on
this matter. and a large number of other bodies
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have spoken on the subject und said that the legis-
lation should not cover people unless it provides
reasomible protection for the public against un-
qualificd  persons who would operate on  the
public.

I will just refer to one of the letlers from a
group of pcople involved in the dental urca. Dental
therapists must study for two vears lell-lime and
meet o number of other requirements. The leuer
from the dental therapists contains the follow-
ing—

As you are aware, dental therapists have
completed (wo years of tertiary level edu-
cation at the Western Australian Institute of
Technology in subjects such as human bi-
ology. histology. puthology, microbiology,
radiography. clinical dentistry and  dental
technology. so thut they can work directly on
the general public under the supervision of
the dentist.

We feel that particular aspects of the
proposed legislation which will permit un-
trained people 1o carry out work dircctly in
the mouth may lead to irreparable damage
and endanger the safety of the patient.

Hon. Fred McKenzic: What has happened in
the other States of Australia? Tell me about New
Sauth Wales, Tasmania, and Vicloria.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: 1 will deal with those in a
moment. | will be happy for Hon. Fred McKenzic
10 take partin the debaie later.

The association wenl on to say—

Our Association fcels that the following
amendments must be incorporated in the Bill:

(1) There should be no auvtomatic licensing
of technicians without adequale training
for those who have been operating il-
legally on the genceral public.

{2) Tcchnicians should not be able 10 supply
pirtial dentures as incorrectly designed
prostheses may damage the remaining
Leeth.

(3) The provision of full dentures only afler
adequate biological training Lo cnsure
the sufety and protection of the general
public.

That letier was signed by Linda Andrews. the
President of the Dental Therapy Association of
WA (Inc) and it was written on 23 August 1984,
[rherent in that Yetter is the same 1ype of argu-
ment which was used by the task force in
Kentucky when it dealt with the safety and health
of the clients.

Another important matter I will raise. and for
which | will produce supporting cvidence, deals

[COUNCIL]

with partial denwures. The argument is whether
one should allow a dental prosthetist to work in
the area of full and partial dentures, or whether he
should work in the arca of full denturcs only. 1
received a letier from Dr Robert Bowers, who is a
periodontist—a gum doclor, it would scem. He is
a consultant periodontist (o Princess Margaret
Hospital and the Royal Australian Air Force. a
clinical scnior lecturer in dental therapy at the
Western Australian Tnstitule of Technology, and a
clinical lecturer in periodontology at the Univer-
sity of Western Australia. He wrote a letier to me
on 24 Sepiember relating 1o the provision of
pirtial denmtures by prosthetists under the Dental
Prostheusts Bill. In the letter, he cxpressed con-
cern about the Bill, and he said—

I am greatly concerned for the well-being
of the public il prosthetists arc allowed to
makec partial dentures. As a periodontist my
speciality in dentistry is concerned with the
supporting structures of the teceth—the bone,
the junction between the tooth and bone and
the overlying soft tissues (the gums). and
these tissucs are dircctly affected by partial
dentures.

In that passage, the specialist identified the arca
in which he has responsibility. He wem on 1o
Sﬂy—

The condition of the periodontium will de-
terminc whether a tooth should be loaded and
how hecavily. A prosthetist will not be able to
delerming this.

it may well be that Hon. Fred McKenzie can tell
me how he will be able Lo stop this. That is what
the specialist is saying. | will be interestied to hear
from the specialist whom the Government is able
to produce o suy that that is incorrecct. Dr
Bowers wenl on 1o siuy—

The design of a partiat denwure determines
direction af loading of the teeth and whether
the Looth will be subjecied 10 forces it is
physiologically suited to stand. or whelher
damaging (rocking) lorces are applied. Un-
less he is suitably trained. a prosthetist will
not be familiar with design principles which
determine loading.

This is the important arca—

Possibly the most damaging lorces on a
tooth occur when the tooth. or something at-
tached to it. is high in the bite. This will mcan
that cven if a prosthetist docs know where a
tooth should be loaded he will nat be able 10
provide such a partial denture because. since
it will be illegal for him 10 remove looth
structure, —

Even under this Bill. To continue—
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he cannot reduee the woth o allow the
ideal design 10 be implemented without being
high in the bite.

These contradictions make il imperative
that prosthetists not be permitted to make
removable partial dentures. It would be un-
thinkable to allow prosthetists to reduce tooth
strecture as the Minister has acknowledged
carlier by amending his own legislation.

Ht linishes

1 would appreciate it if this letier could be
presented o the Parliument so that any
Member supporting the legislation will be
aware of dangers 1o the public inherent in the
proposed Dental Prosthetists Bill of 1984,

I have never sct myself up as an authority on this
nuatter und | do not consider myself, without ad-
vice, 10 be able 1o decide who should be a doctor or
a dentist. That is not my area of expertise. | take
advice. On this matter, the people who would be
advising the Government would be these people
mvolved in o whole range of dental services and
medical services. and those people have spoken
very strongly about this part of the Bill. We must
consider what they have said. [f members opposite
can provide information which shows these experts
to be wrong. | would be interested Lo sce it.

The other important arca of the Bill deals with
the qualifications these people will need 10 be
registered  and  licensed.  Further. an  advisory
board is o be established, and one of its major
Tunctions will be the sctting of examinations and
the determining  of  qualifications. We are
presented with two problems here. one dealing
with qualilications and the other with the board
which is 1o st them,

The situation in Victoria is that dental pros-
thetists must first complete an apprenticeship
course of four years. | hope Hon. Fred McKenzic
is listening because he asked me about the situ-
ation in Victoriz and the Eastern States generally.
Su a prosthetist wanting 1o be what is termed in
Victoria an “advanced technician®™ must complete
a four-vear apprenticeship course. He must then
complete two sears of practicul expericnce and
then do two sears of study at the Mclbourne Den-
tal Hospital and pass examinations which wili
qualify him o be an advanced technician.,

Hon. Tom Stephens: What was the situation
when the legislation was first introduced there?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: V) welephoned the head of
the Mcelbourne Dental Hospital today and | was
told that this is the case. When the legislation was
first introduced there. | do not think they had
provisions lor advanced dental technicians or for
these qualifications | have just mentioned.
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Having done two years' practical cxperience,
they must then complete 950 hours at the dental
school. at the end of which time they arc able to
work on the public and do work on full dentures. |
wus told all this today by the head of the
Melbournc Dental Hospital after 1 phoned him to
conflirm the information | had.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: [n other words, the right lo
praciise dircetly on the public is commensurate
with a high level of training. something which Mr
McKenzic scems Lo forget.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: | was informed that in that
two years of study they are trained in clinical and
non-clinical arcas which would not have been
covered during their apprenticeship course of four
years,

Hon. Fred McKenzic: You have not told us
what  happened  when  the  legislation  wus
introaduced.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: New South Wales and
Victoria were the [irst States Lo license dental
technicians: they were nol allowed to work on the
public, bul they were registcred. Incidentally,
Vicloria has a Labor Government and these are
the requirecments that Governmenl imposes on
people wanting to be dental technicians capable of
operating on the public.

Tasmania has often been mentioned in this de-
bate. | understand that it was in the 1950s that
dental technicians there were given the right 10
work on the public, but [ understand that at the
time the Swite had a shortage of denlists. It is
interesting 1o recall that this is similar 1o the
“barcfool” services provided in third world,
underdeveloped countrics, where they have no
doctors. It may well be that it was thought 1t
would be betier 10 huve people on the outskirts of
medicine dealing with dental prebiems rather Lthan
to have no-one dealing with them. [ believe that in
Tasmania and Victoria, dental technicians were
licenced at o time when both States were cxperi-
encing a shortage of dentists.

Hon. Fred McKenzic: And for 30 years they
have had no problems.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: The member talks about
problems, but 1 am talking about qualifications.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: Surely history counts.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: Is the member suggesting
that we should start with (he conditions in
Tusmania 30 years ago?

Hon. Fred McKenzic: The Bill docs not do that.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: | am outlining the stan-
dards required in these States Loday.

Hon. Fred McKenzic: You are putting up scare
Lactics,
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Hon. P. H. WELLS: This information is avail-
able in our own Parliamcentary Library, but [ had
it all confirmed by the head of the Mclbourne
Dental Hospiwal. so il the member wants to call
him a liar, he can go ahead.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: | am not saying that.
Scveral members interjected.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. Robert
Hetherington): 1 have been listening 1o the mem-
ber closely to datc and 1 would like him to con-
tinue.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: | rang the head of the
Melbourne Dental Hospital 1o asceriain whether
my information was correct that their dental wech-
nicians had to do 950 hours™ work at the dental
hospital after the inital two years” study, and he
confirmed that my information was correct; he
confirmed that they had 10 do this work before
they could be registered us advanced technicians.

Occusionally 1 Tind. on reading previous debales
in this Housc, and from other Stnes, and after
reading the legislation involved, that some mem-
bers arc in the habit of taking some licence when
quoting certain material. and 1 have found that on
accasions a check will reveal that their comments
are incorreet. | obtained a copy of the Tasmanian
legislation because | wanted to know the facts: |
wanied to know aboul qualifications in that State.

Hon. Garry Kelly: Mention the transitional ar-
rangements at the same time.

Hon, P. H. WELLS: Here is another member
suggesting that we go back and start with what
was available 30 ycars ago.

Scction 49 of the Tasmanian Act provides that
apart from their being of good character, they
must  have completed 4 course of (raining
prescribed in the regulations. | have no argument
with that, | gather that this has been the case here
and that denal technicians have had 1o pass an
apprenticeship course conducted at the Mt
Lawley Technica! College.

That s onc phase in respect of dental tech-
nicians. | understand that large numbers of dental
techniciuns have been trained at Mt Lawley Tech-
nical College. They have been doing a good jab,
and they will continuc to do a good job. | belicve
that educational instiwutions will continue to Lurn
out dental technicians.

The next provision states that—and remember
this is scction 49 of the Tasmanian Acti—ihe
course of training with which that board is satis-
fied is cquivalent to the course of training referred
Lo in subcluuse paragraph 1. We recognise that
some people may well have other qualilications
which are paramouni. and we will allow for them
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by stating, A course of training with which the
bourd is satisfied”. The Tasmanian Act then goes
on to say, "And that he has passed the cxamin-
ation prescribed in the regulation™. In other
words, for a dental techniciun to operate in that
State. he must pass the ordinary apprenticeship
cours¢ he is required 10 undergo what is con-
sidered by the bourd as adequate training plus an
examination.

| want to draw a parallel here with what hup-
pens in terms of professional people coming here
from overscas. Occasionally members raise querics
about people who have obtained their qualifi-
cations overscas. The commiliee for profcssional
qualifications has been csiablished 10 deal with
such cases, [f a dentist. an engineer, or a doctor
comes from a country whose qualifications
Australia does not recognise, then it is possible for
such a person to obtain registration in this State
without rcturning to university, and without all
the practical training. Because onc may come
from an areca whose qualificutions arc nol
recognised by Australia and his or her resulls may
not be known, it is possible for on¢ 10 come to this
country, undertake a special examination. includ-
ing a practical examination, and that qualification
should be accepled. That is exactly in line with the
Tasmanian legislation. It identifies the contri-
bution that a person may well have made [or. say,
10 or 20 years, in the particular arca. but it pro-
vides a protection for the public by defining some
type of examination. [t seems Lo me that there is
no reason thal we should not consider some type of
approach like that 10 cnsure that those people arc
properly qualified.

1 do not know that the numbers concerned are
large. | have had all soris of figures given 10 me,
and | believe what Hon. Kay Hallahan says is
perhaps the nearest 1o correct. It is impossible 10
give the exact figure. If that is se, it is cven harder
Lo try to cstimate how many people would come
under the provisions of the grandfather clause.
Pecople who have not gonc through the M1 Lawley
Technical College and who do not have ceriain
qualifications may nced o be catered for. They
can be catered for in other ways and the public
can still be protccted by ensuring that they have
the necessary skills.

We could even go the extent 10 which South
Australin has ponc—incidentally under a Labor
Government. That State has set up a Lransition
course. There are now 20 technicians doing thal
course under the grandflather provisions, although
| understand the Bill has not been proclaimed
becausc the Government wants ils proclamation to
coincide with the graduation of these people from
the course. Thal scems to me 1o have solved the
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problem in South Australia. There was no big
fight in that State. The Govermment recognised
that public health is important, and unqualified
people should not deal with the public.

The technicians to whom 1 have spoken person-
ally have indicated that they do not want unguali-
ficd people 1o be regisiered under the Bill. We
should not just provide a carte blanche provision,
although I do not suggest that the Minister would
allow that 10 happpen.

The advisory commitice’s major job is one of
education. It will be the cxamining body. Under
the Victorian legislation. a person lecturing 1o
dental 1cchnician apprentices employed in the
technical education division is on the board, It
scems 1o me that the Government will nominate
such u person to our board, but | wonder why such
& provision is not included in the Bill to ensure
that at least one member of the board knows
something about dental apprenticeship work.

Furthermore. the composition of the committec
would be enhanced if its membership included the
dean of the (aculty of dentistry. The board is 1o
include three dentat prosthetisis—a representative
of the dental technicians association, a represenia-
tive of the dental luboratories association, and a
representative of the union. This proposed com-
mittee probably includes the largest number of
dental prosthetists of any such board in Australia.
The Board would include two dentists, and 1wo
cducators. In other words, the representative of
TAFE could be a lecwurer in dentistry, and an
independent person from the dental faculty could
provide the two technicians with some guidance in
this great thrust into the arca of dental tech-
nology.

The Tuture is cxciting for pcople operating in
this arca. We are providing the basis by which
dental technicians will have the opportunity to rise
in stature. They will be able 1o embrace the new
technology. The committee will consider all these
arcas and it will sci examinations of a type in
which the public can have conflidence. Just to be
dentist or a dental techaician does not make onc
an cducator. 1 agree that the members on the
board will make input to its workings. but it will
aiso control the arca of education.

ti has been suppesied that this legistation will
meet a need which has been met in other Staics. |
have already mentioned the type of boards which
are operating in the Eastern States, and inciden-
tally. Hon. Fred McKenzice spoke about
Tasmania. There are some differences in regard to
the bourd in that State. Firstly. it is part of the
dentists” board. Secondly. the director of dental
health services is the chairman of the Tasmanian
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board. Incidentally, 1 believe we could have lol-
fowed this example. but had | suggesied that, |
would have been accused of supporting the den-
tists. As well as the director, the Tasmanian board
includes two dentists and two dental mechanics or
technicians.

We have hecard people screcam aboul the
Tasmanian legislation, bul we could set up a com-
mittee like that and | would not arguc with it. |
still belicve that my proposed board would recog-
nise the education arca—a very important arca.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: How many do you reckon
you nced?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: The Bill proposed a com-
mittee composed of seven members, but 1 am
suggesting cight members. 1 am not saying that
the dentists and the techaicians do not have the
necessary expertise, but | am saying that we need
the assistance of people involved in cducation. The
Victorian board is composed of cight people, and
the NSW board is composed ol ninc. | gave some
thought 10 the proposition that the chairman
should be a barrister or a solicitor. When in Oppo-
sition in NSW the Labor Party suggested the in-
clusion of a barrister, and the policy was
implemented when it became the Government.

If the chairman, who. incidentally, will be the
consumer representative, were a solicitor, then he
would be able 1o give the board a lair amount of
advice. If we had suggested that then perhaps they
would not have found somcone else 10 fill that
position. It has been supgested elsewhere, 1t is the
situation in South Australia, 1 believe, but in
South Australia, a solicitor is the chairman. [ am
suggesting thal the chairman should be a solicitor,
but | do not want 1o see an overburdened board.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Do you not think that
this sort ol detailed discussion could betier take
place in the Committee stage?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: [ thank the member very
much. That was to be my ncxt point. 1 have a
coupic of arcas with which 1 will not deal ai
length. However. | will ask the Minister to give
consideration to them. In looking at other legis-
lation on this matter, we sce that, even though the
legislation allows dental technicians to work on
peoples’ mouths, it has made it clear that dental
technicians should not operate in mouths that are
not healthy. There is no requirement in this legis-
lation about that. | would be interested 10 hear the
Minister's comments aboul what is intended in
that regard.

I have noted some of the other Stales’ legis-
lation went to the trouble of ensuring that dental
technicians who operated in peoples’ mouths must
carry insurance. We often find out aficr the event
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that 1the public is not sufficiently proiccled. Per-
haps the Minister might indicaie whether dental
prosthetists will be cxpected 1o carry adequate
insurance 1o protect the public.

I have not been able 10 check on matiers relat-
ing to workers” compensation. However. | think
the Vicworian legislation included provisions relat-
ing Lo this mater. Will the situation in Weslern
Australian be that a person is covered by the
Workers™ Compensittion Act. under this meusure,
or is there a requirement for some other form of
protection”?

I think flon. Graham MacKinnon indicuted
that this Bill would best be debated in the Com-
mittee stage. However, one matier 1o which | wish
to draw aitention is a survey which was carried out
into the public’s attitude 10 dental technicians. It
wus not carricd out in this Staie. The survey
showed that 92 per cent of the people interviewed
lelt that it was very important that someone who
examined people’s mouths and who provided den-
tures should be well-trained in dental disease and
hygiene. | think thut reinforces the public
expectation that, if we allow dental technicians 1w
operale in people’s mouths, we have an important
responsibility to ensure that those dental tech-
nicians are properly qualified.

I also remind members. when they are consider-
ing this Bill, of the working premise that was
suggested by people in Kentucky. | mention this
again beciuse ¥ feel that this is an ideal we should
seck 1o autain. As | said at the beginning. those
people said that, as a working premise. it was
decided that any suggesied legislation on the
licensing of dental practitioncrs should only con-
Lain provisions which bear a direct and substantial
relationship te the protection of public health and
safety. | feel that is of paramount importance.

The people in my clectorate have informed me.
very clearly. of their concern in this area. 1 have
written Lo a large number of people in my elector-
ate about this Bill. | have taken the trouble 10 look
at dental teehnicians® laboratories. | have spoken,
not only to lechnictans and dentists, but also 1o
cducatars in most States of Australia. A aumber
of States have no legislation of this type at all. |
belicve that based upon the expressions of concern
by those people. the Government should be very
concerncd about the health aspects and should
listen Lo the advice given to it by specialists in Lhis
area. | think it is possible, provided that we care-
fully examine this legislation, that we will have a
Bill which will allaw dental 1echnicians o carry
out their requirements under this legislation. |
hope that. some day. consideration will be given to
seeing that certain standards are sct for dental
technicians. standards which will prevent just any-
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onc from emering that profession as is the case
now,

I support the second reading of this Bill to en-
able us 1o go into the Committee stage 10 scriously
consider some of the matters which | have raised.

Dcbate adjourned. on motion by Hon. Fred
McKenzie.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

HON. D. K. DANS (South Metropolitan—
Leader of the House) [10.17 p.me|: | move—

That the House do now adjourn.

Earlier tonight, during questions withoul notice.
the Leuader of the Opposition said that he would
give me a letter formally and you, Mr President,
said that he could not do that. He sent it over 10
me. | want to be consistent and say that | have not
received the letter. 1 he wants o go 10 Mr Minniti
and ask him to make a formal complaint first
thing in the morming. | can assure him that Mr
Minniti's  complaint  will  be  thoroughly
investigated. | will not countenance this dealing
through a third persen and [ think | am entitled 10
titke that attitude.

HON. G. E. MASTERS (Wcst—Leader of the
Opposition) [10.18 p.m.]: Members of Parliament
have a duty (o the public they serve and to those
people who clect them to Parliament. | am sur-
prised that the Leader of the House has not seen
fit 10 aecept statements from any member ol Par-
liament who considers that what they arc doing is
their duty. 01 has always been my cxperience in
this Parliament 1that members put lorward com-
plaints on behalf of the people they represent und
those complaints are always well-received. The
reason | wanted to give that letier 1o the Minister
wits that | understood he had no knowledge of the
dispute. 1 thought that, in the interests of those
people invalved. he should be advised of the matter
and asked to take some action. bearing in mind the
very serious nature of the dispute.

I intend to debite this matter at some length
tomorrow. | will not pre-empt that debate. How-
cver, | am extremely sorey. us | think all members
of this Housc are.

Hon. Kay Hallahan: We have a ruling from the
President. We are not sorry.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I, and the members of
the Oppasition. are very sorry that the Leader of
the House, or any Minister. has refused Lo accept
a letter which contains information which we
think he or she should receive. IT we are not able
10 make complaints and put Lhosc soris of
propasitions to the Government and to the Minis-



[Wednesday, 24 October 1984] 2837.04a

ter. then heaven help the public and their rep- should not be here. More particularly, the Leader
resentatives in this Parliament becuuse it simply ol the House should not be in the position he s
means that the Government is shutting its eyes  servingin today.

and u1s ears 1o genuine complaints, If miembers of Question put and passed.

Parliament do not reflect those concerns. then we House adjourncd at 10.20 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

GOVERNMENT INSTRUMENTALITIES:

336.

ENTERTAINMENT
King Sound Hotel
Hon. N. F. MOORE, 1o the Leader of the

House representing the Premier:

(1) Did the Government meet all or part of
the cost of a function held at the King
Sound Hotel, Derby, on Tuesday, 2
October 19847

(2) If so, what was the total cost 10 the
Government of the funclion?

(3) How was the invitation list determined?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Accounts received indicate a (otal cost of
$3973.

(3) Suggestions for the invitation list were
received from the lacal shire, the
Kimberley regional manager, and local
members ol Parliament.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS: ABORIGINAL
LAND INQUIRY
Expenditure
337. Hon. N. F. MOORE, to the Minister lor

Planning representing the Minister  with

special responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) Further to his answer to my question 313
of Thursday, 18 October 1984, will the
Minister provide an itemised summary
of expenditure incurred by the Aborigi-
nal land inquiry?

{2) What amount was paid to Mr Seaman to
conduct the inquiry?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) The attached schedules 1 and 2 were
provided by the Aboriginal Affairs Plan-
ning Authority and give expenditure by
the Aboriginal land inquiry for the 1983-
84 financial year and 1o 30 September
1984 this financial year. Further expen-
diwure of final accounts arc expecied over
the next two months.

(2) According 1o information provided to me
by the Aboriginal Affairs Planning
Authority and the Crown Law Depart-
ment, Mr Seaman has received
$70 572,60 in salary payments for the
period | September 1983 to the present
date for the conduct of the inquiry.

Salarics 69 820.87
Travel allowances 97 803.58
Travel Tares 26 184.52
Telephones 10 397.85
Postage 4 604.54
Maotor vehicle hire 8§073.45
Aircrali charler 35408.45
Legal costs 1 050.00

Consulianis fees 52814.59
Advertising 269i.14
Printing 19 063.78
Stationery 8069.73
Miscellancous expenditure 3829.72
Eatertainment 815.69
Petrol and oil 1611.60
Pelty Cash 62497
Equipment purchase 27192.94
TOTAL $370057.42
Salaries 20672.31
Travel allowances 12 697.09
Travel fares 13 015.90
Telcphones 127712
Pastage 235404
Vchicle hire 6118.21
Aircraft charier 11631.00
Consultants fees 83 799.16
Advertising 1 387.71
Printing 1 224.24
Stationery 941.66
Miscellancous expenses 462.70
Petrol and oil 904.48
Petiy cash 163.96
Equipment purchascs 654.36
Anthropological support 50 646.00
TOTAL $213 84094
+ Expenscs for 1983-84 37005742
Tatal Expenditure 1o
30-9-84

$583898.3¢6

PASTORAL INDUSTRY: LEASES
Termination

Hon. N. F. MOORE, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Lands
and Surveys:

[ refer the Minister 10 an arlicle which
appeared on page 1 of the “News of the
North™ supplement o The West
Australian of Thursday, 18 October
1984, under the title “Government ends
leases on 4 stalions™.

Will the Minister pleasc advise—
(1) Whal are the names of the four
stations referred to as in the process

of being forfeited 1o the Govern-
ment?

{2} Why are the leases being forfeited?

(3) What are the names of the six
station leases currently being
investigated by the Department of
Lands and Surveys 10 determine
whether they too will be forleited?
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Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) Kimberley Downs, WNapier Downs,
Bohemia Downs, and Louisa Downs.

(2) Non-compliance with pastoral lease con-

ditions as prescribed in part VI of the

Land Act.

As these leases are still subject to investi-

gation, and in lact the deficiencies may

be rectified, it is not appropriate to name

the pastoral leases concerned at this

stage. It is a matter between the depari-

ment {Pastoral Board) and the lessees of

the stations.

(3)

EDUCATION
Participation and Equity Programme

340. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister for

341

Planning representing the Minister for
Education:
What arc the criteria used to select
*larget schools” for the participation
and equity programme?
Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
Following consultation with the Com-
monwealth Schools Commission, the cri-
teria used to select Education Depart-
ment target schools were—
A modified form of school retention
rales [rom year 10 to year 11;
school absentee rates;
the proportions of Aboriginal enrol-
ments within the schools; and
a form of socio-economic index for

cach school.

PLANNING: WITTENOOM
Future
Hon. N. F. MOORE, to the Minister for

Planning representing the Minister for
Regional Development and the North West:
(1) Has the Government made a decision on

the future of Wittenoom?
{2} If so, what is this decision?
Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
{1) No final decision has been made.

(2) Answered by (1).

PORTS AND HARBOURS: CARNARVON

343.

Small Boat Harbour: Dredging

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Leader of
the House representing the Minister for
Works:

(1) Is the Minister aware that a dredge is
currently working on the small boat har-
bour in Carnarvon?

(2) What is the current work programme of
that dredge?
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Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

{1) Yes.

(2) The dredge has been working under con-
tract to the Minister for Works in
carrying out maintenance dredging of
the fishing boat harbour.

HEALTH
M1. Magnet Shire

344, Hon P. H. LOCKYER, to the Leader of

the House representing the Minister for
Health:
(1) Is the Minister aware that the town of

Mit. Magnet is without a doctor?

{2) What steps are the Government laking
to have a doctor stationed in M1 Mag-
net?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) Yes—this problem is not confined to Mt.
Magnet.
Discussion has been held with the shire
to explore the possibility that they pro-
vide accommodation for a resident doc-
tor. Consulting room facilities can be
made available at the nursing post. The
mining company will also be approached
to ascertain whether they can provide
accommodation.

(2)

GAMBLING: GAMING STUDY GROUP

345.

346.

Report
Hon P H LOCKYER, to the Minister lor
Administrative Services:
With relerence to the present inguiry
into gambling laws in Western Australia,
when does the Minister expect to make
an announcement on Lhe flindings of the
committec?
Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
The Government expects 10 receive a re-
port and recommendation from the
chairman ol the gaming inquiry early in
December lor its consideration.

MINERALS: AGNEW MINING
Assistance

Hon P. H. LOCKYER, to the Minister for
Planning representing the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

(1) What steps are being taken Lo assist
Agnew Mining with mining operation at
Leinster?

(2) Is the Government going o give
financial assistance 10 the project?

(3) What lorm will this assistance take?
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Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) My colleague, the Minister for Minerals
and Energy, has had discussions with
senior management of the companics
and unions involved in the Agnew joint
venture. The Government is aware of the
current problems and is examining
means and extent of possible State assist-
ance.

(2) and (3) The form and extent of any as-
sistance has yet (o be determined.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTES
BWIL: Minnits and Son

97. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Leader of the

House:
Has Mr Dans become aware of a dispute
involving Minniti and Son and the Build-
ing Workers Industrial Union?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
Because a member from another place
asked me tonight to supply some infor-
malien to the Premier, | had this matter
checked out. No reports have been
received in my office or in the Office of
Industrial Relations. The communi-
cation is in my office, and | can get it if
the member would ltke me to.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTES
BWIU: Minniti and Son

98. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Leader of the

House:
Is the Minister aware Mr Minnitti has

telephoned, Mr Tom Buller, the indus-
trial relations officer in the Premier's
office, and that there was absolutely no
result from the discussion that ¢nsued?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

I have answercd the question. No, 1 am
not aware of any of those mattiers. 1 deal
with matlers which come before me from
the Office of Industrial Relations or di-
rectly to my office. T had no reports of
any problems whatsoever as late as 4.45
p.m. 1oday.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTES
BWIU: Minniti and Son
99. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Leader of the
Housc:
I note the Leader of the House had no
reporis made 1o his office. Could | ask
this question—
In view of the very serious nature of
the dispute and the strong likelihood
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of violence on the site, will Lhe Min-
ister send out his industrial inspec-
tors as a matler of urgency?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

The answer is “No". First and foremosl,
I run the Department of Industrial Af-
lairs. At this stage |1 know of no dispute
in the area referred 10 by the Leader of
the Opposition. I these people want to
communicate their problems to the Op-
position, as a matter of courtesy, | would
think they should communicate them to
me, or to the Office of Industrial Re-
lations. IT the Leader of the Opposition is
s0 concerned, let him give Mr Minniu
same instruction on what 1o do, and |
will give him the answer if he goes
through the correct channels.

I am not in the business of conducting
industrial relations through the elec-
tronic media, through the prim media,
through hearsay, or through instructions
from the Opposition.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTES
BWIL: Minniti and Son
100. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Leader of
the House:

The Leader of the Government has

already siated—

The PRESIDENT: Order! When i ask if
there arc any {urther questions without
notice, the Leader of the Opposition is
supposed 10 start off by saying I want to
ask a question™.

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: | wani 10 ask a ques-
tion of the Leader of the House along the
following lines—

{1) Will the Minister respond Lo o wril-
ten complaint on this matter by
sending to the site an industrial in-
spector, in view of the fact that the
persan  concerned  hus  already
contacled the Premier and  his
brother. Mr Terry Burke, and the
industrial adviser 10 the Premijer?

{2} Will the Minister respond 1o a writ-
ten complaint to his department by
sending an industrial inspector?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) and {(2) For the last time, | am the Min-
ister for Industrial Affairs. When | re-
ccive a complaint personally, through the
people in my office. or through the Di-
reclor of the Office of Industrial Re-
lations, 1 will respond to it. That is plain.
t do nat intend 10 answer any more ques-
tions in relation to the hearsay which Mr
Masters is sprouting in this place. If the
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person concerncd wants to direct any
complaint 1o me on the matter, it will be
acted upon.
Point of Order

Hon. G. E. MASTERS: | seek direction from
you, Sir. Il the Leader will not answer
any more questions, is it proper for me to
pass across the Chamber by messenger a
forma!l complaint to the Minister 5o that
tomorrow he may take action?

The PRESIDENT: That is not a point of
order.

Questions without Notice Resumed

GAMBLING: CASINO
Jarman Comnuittee

Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister for

Adminisirative Services:

(1) Has he reccived a report from the
Jarman committee dealing with the final
recommendation for the casino?

(2) If so, what action has the Government
taken on it?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) and (2) The short answer is “No™.

GAMBLING: CASINO
Jarman Committee

Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Minister for

Administrative Services:

(1) Was it accurately reported in The
Sunday fadependent of a Tortnight ago
that the report was about to come from
Mr Jarman’s office 10 Mr Dans’s office
within 10 days?

(2) In the light of the Minister’s statement
that he has not received a report, has Mr
Jarman himself indicated when the re-
port might be delivered?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1Y and (2) | am again, in this portfolio. not
influenced by the print media, whatever
they may say. When the report is re-
lcased 10 me by the chairman of the
casino control committee (Mr Jarman} a
public announcement will bc made.

GAMBLING: CASINO
Jarman Commitiee

Hon P. G. PENDAL to the Minister for
Administrative Services:

| ask not whether the Minister is
influenced by the print media, but

whether Mr  Jarman himself has
indicated to the Minister when the report
will be delivered.

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
QOpposition members seem not 10 be able
to hear. Let me repeat. When | receive
the report of the chairman of Lhe casino
control committee, | will let the member
know. ’

Hon. P. G. Pendal: | have told you—

Withdrawal of Remark

Hon. D. K. DANS: Mr President, | want that
retracted. Mr Jarman has told me
nothing.

The PRESIDENT; Order! Wait a minute.
What does the Minister want retracted?

Hon. D. K. DANS: | understood Mr Pendal
to say that Mr Jarman has told me—

Hon. P. G. Penda!: [ did not say that at all.

Hon. D. K. DANS: Mr Jarman has told me
nothing.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: Thank you.

Hon. D. K. DANS: Unlike the previous
Administration, we do not lean all over
committecs. This is a completely inde-
pendent committee, and, when dealing
with an issue as fragile as the establish-
ment of a casino in Western Australia, |
have told the committee it has all the
time in the world to reach a decision. It
has no time constraints.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: That 15 all [ wanied to
know.

Hon. D. K. DANS: 1 just say through you,
Sir, that, when the report of the com-
miltee is received, a public announce-
ment will be made.

Hon. G. E. Masters: You are very touchy, Mr
Dans.

Hon. D. K. DANS: I am not touchy. You are
just talking drivel.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: It is time you retired.

Hon. D. K. DANS: | will be here when you
are six foot under, Buster!

The PRESIDENT: Order! If 1the House does
not come lo arder, several of you will not
be here.

Hon. D. K. Dans: 1 shall answer all future
sensible questions.
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The PRESIDENT: If the Leader of the

House will come to order, | shall endeav-
our to have some regard for the question
he asked me which was that the honour-
able member withdraw a statement. |
asked what the statement was and, in
addition 1o going on with a lot of other
points, the Leader of the House
indicated the comment he wanted with-
drawn.

As 1 understand it, the comment was not
unparliamentary, and there is certainly
no requirement that it be withdrawn.

Questions Without Notice Resumed

Are there any other questions without
notice?

Hon. Graham Edwards: Try asking a sensible
one for a change.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Several members interjected.

Hon. Graham Edwards: Well, ask a sensible
question.

The PRESIDENT: If Hon. Mr Edwards does
not wish 1o comply with the rules of this
House, | suggest he is heading for an
early exit. | am asking him 1o comply
with the request that he come to order. |
am the one who must mainlain order in
this place and | puarantee that [ shall do
so, whether | do it with co-operation or
by some other means.



